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PREFACE. 


- 


THE preſent publication is offered as a ſpecimen 4 . i 
a new and entire tranſlation of the Six Books of Titus 4 
'  Lucretius Carus on the doctrines of the Epicurean phi- 
loſophy, or what he denominates the Nature of Things. | 
Should it meet with that favourable reception the 
author wiſhes, ſo as to encourage him to produce, in 
ſeparate ſueceſſive publications, tranſlations of the re- 
maining Books, which are now in great forwardneſs, 
| they will ſoon be committed to the preſs. An emble- 
matical Frontiſpiece, executed by the very firſt artiſt of 
the preſent day, together with the Life of Lucretius, 
and a critical Eſſay on his work, will be prefixed. | The 
Notes, which muſt of neceſſity be numerous, treating — 
ſo abſtruſe a ſubject, will be ſelected from the beſt com- - | 3 1 
mentators, as D. Lambinus; O. Gifanius; T. Fabrus 8 5 2 4 | 
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J. B. Pius; A. Preigerus; J. Voſſius; M. Fayus, the 
Delphin editor; T. Creech, the firſt Engliſh annota- 


tor; and 8. Havercamp, whoſe edition of Lucretias 
I conſider as ſuperior to any other extant, not even 


excepting the voluminous and ſplendid labour of Dr. 


| Wakefield, and whoſe text I have principally adopted: 


They are meant to follow in a body at the end of the 


book, which would ſeem more pleaſant to the reader's 


eye, than perpetually interfering with the poetic text. 
A copious Index will likewiſe be ſubjoined. 


Having ſtated my deſign in the preſent work, it is 
but proper to ſay ſomething of the nature of the 
undertaking. The difficulty of tranſlating Lucretius 
will be beft conceived by his acknowledged character 


as a writer. From what Quintilian ſays of him we 


may infer, that his ſtyle was conſidered as Pointed, 
| comprehenſive, and vivacious. In argumentation he is 
certainly dictatorial, abſolute, and perſevering. He i is, 
as Dryden remarks, always beforehand with his anta- 
goniſts; preventing their | objeRions, and anſwering | 
them, Sometimes, ſo bent is he upon his ſubject, ſo 
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much an atheiſt, that he forgets to be a poet, The 


rough philoſophic boldneſs of his deſign 1s every now 


and then broke in upon by little epiſodes, and ſharp 


playful poetic lights, which are beautiful and brilliant. 


Zis firſt Engliſh tranſlator happily compares his com- 


poſition to a landſcape of majeſtic rugged ſcenery, 


where we frequently catch the dip of ſome luxuriant 


valley. His ſubje& is by nature ſtubborn, and un- 


yielding to poetry, in its original: How much more 


ſo then muſt it be, transfuſed into a language, which 


has few technical phraſes adapted to philoſophy, or 


abſtruſe ſcience; and thoſe few of courſe inharmo- 


nious? But all tranſlations indeed have been juftly 


compared to flowers tranſplanted into a foreign foil ; 


which then moſt frequently loſe their fragrancy, and 


their colours. The learned Caſaubon aſſerted, that it 


was impoſſible to tranſlate Lucretius : he was how- 
ever tranſlated into French proſe by Marolles, in 1650; 
and appeared in French verſe by another hand, in 
1577. He was again rendered into French proſe by of 
the Baron Des Coutüres, in 168 $53 which edition has 


been reprinted with notes. 1 will not ſay with what _ F 
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ſucceſs theſe tranſlations were attempted, The Italian 
verſion by Marchetti has undoubted merit. His 
[earlieſt tranſlator in our language was Mr. John 
Evelyn, who publiſhed the firſt book in Engliſh verſe, 


accompanied with the Latin text, in 1656. The en- 


deavour we will not criticiſe ; although his kinſman, 
Richard Fanſhawe, in a complimentary letter he writes 
him upon its publication, would conſider it a taſ of 
ſuch difficulty, as might well be entitled © The taming 
of the Shrew.” The next, and the laſt Engliſh ver- 


| ſion, which indeed is the beſt I am acquainted with 


made in any language, was given by Mr. Creech, in 
1682 : He tranſlated Lucretius throughout, and had 
certainly a moſt correct knowledge of his original. 
This work is fo well known, and ſo generally eſteemed, 
that I need not comment upon it: Even Dryden, Who 
has ſince verſified ſome portions of Lueretius, yields 


the palm to him; and confeſſes, that Creech's manner 


is preferable to his own, where an entire tranſlation of 
the author is intended. I ſhall then only obſerve, that 
thoſe who attempt to tranſlate Lucretius can alone 

be aware of Creech's merit, And what, I truſt, may 
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ſerve to juſtify a new tranſlation, is the antiquated and. - 
harſh verſification of his day, ungrateful to a modern 
ear, and diſinclining from the abſtruſe matter Lucre- 
tius treats, which, to become alluring, muſt be dreſſed 


in inviting colours. 


To the ſcrupulous and ſevere ſomething of apology 
has been uſually addreſſed, in holding up Lueretius to 
public notice. The Motto I have prefixed to this 
work may perhaps ſerve as an anſwer to every moral 
objection that can be raiſed againſt it. It is not for 
the unwiſe, it is for the intelligent that the lays of 
Lucretius reſound ; for thoſe whoſe judgments will 
inveſtigate his doctrines, and employ them as may be 
though fitting. But it is not the buſineſs of his tranſla- 
tor either to vindicate, or refute his tenets : he tranſlates 
| him as a Claſſic. Were we to reje& every ancient 
writer, whoſe page is ſomewhere ſtained with what is 
immoral or licentious; we ſhould conſign to oblivion 
ſome of the fineſt hiftocians, philoſophers, and poets of 
_ antiquity, Whatever Lueretius may have advanced . 


repugnant to the belief of a Deity is ſo notoriouſly, 
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be apprehended from it. Perhaps the moſt eſfectual 
means of decrying atheiſm i is to ſhew it in its undiſ- 
guiſed, Epicurean light; as the Spartans diſplayed the 
hateful crime of ebriety by the public exhibition of 


drunkards. Nothing can ſeduce a truly - virtuous 


| mind, ſays Ariſtippus; but a corrupt mind may ſuck 


poiſon from the ſweeteſt flowers. Yet, whatever 
were the opinions of this great philoſopher reſpecting oF, 


8 divinity; does he not declaim moſt nobly againſt vices 


in general? Does he not enforce the ſubjection of 
every unlawful paſſion, and ſtrenuouſſy recommend that 
tranquillity of mind, which it was the buſineſs' of the 
Epicurean philoſophy to inculcate, and which its op- : 
ponents, as Diogenes remarks, have malieiouſſy inte- 


preted into ſenſual gratification ; > an error that has 8 


become proverbial, and been tranſmitted even to the 
preſent times? Seneca however, the moſt eloquent of 


the Stoics, allowed this ſect their due merit. I can- 
not better conclude my apology for our Author, than 


by quoting his learned expoſitor Dionyſius Lambinus, ö 2 
who tells us, that although Lucretius, as an Epicurean, 
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| might diſſent from the divine Plato reſpecting the 
nature of the ſoul; yet ſhould we not diſregard his 


| other opinions, in which the ancient philoſophers, and 
| : even thoſe who profeſs A ts invariably agree 
with him. 


But of the ſe& of Epicurus, and of other philoſo- 
phers placed in a comparative view, I have much more 
to ſay, if encouragement be given me to extend kere- 


after my Lucrerian labours. 
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rrrus LUCRETIUS CARUS 


0 I * 


8 or 
HE NATURE OF THINGS. 


ARGUMENT. 


OF THE FIRST BOOK. 


HE begins with an Invocation to Venus, the great 
procreative Power, —He dedicates bis Work on the Na- 
TURE or T'minGs o Memmius,— He explains the Diſpo- 
ſition of the Gods; then praiſes Epicurus, whoſe Dottrines 
he follows, and exculpates bim from the general charge of 
Impiety.— The horrid effeds of Superſtition inſtanced by the 4 
cruel ſacrifice of Iphigenia,— He celebrates the Poet Ennius,. 
mentioning the Separation. of the Soul from the Body, and. 
' the Nature of Spirits — He briefly propoſes bis Subjeci, and 
tben enters upon it, telling us, that NoTHING CAN. BE 
FORMED OF NOTHING, and that NOTHING CAN BE RE-- 
'DUCED ro NOTHING. There are certain minute Bodies 
not to be diſcerned by our Senſes, but which the Mind may 
nevertheleſs conceive ; and of theſe all Things are compoſed, 
even ſuch as are inviſible, Wind, for inflance, &. — To 
tbeſe Particles be ſubjoins a Void, or empty Space —He 
proves that nothing can exift but Body and Void; that 
#bere is nothing of a third Nature; that all other Things «ve 
experience, as Weight, Heat, Poverty, War, c. are only 
Conjuntts or Reſults, Properties or Accidents of Body and 


Void. 


» 2 
K 


| 6-0-1 
Void. — He advances that primary Particles are perfectly 


ſolid, and indiviſible; that they are Leafts, and are eternal. 
Of theſe, by the intervention of a Void, Things both bard 


and ſoft are alike compoſed. —He contradicts Heraclitus, 
who pretends that Fire is the Ar Principle of all Things ; 
and likewiſe other Philoſophers, who afſert that the firſt Prin- 
ciple is Air, or Water, or Earth.—He denies, contrary to 


tbe Tenets of Empedocles, that Things are compounded of 


the four Elements. — He confutes the Homœomery Anaxa- 
goras, or his Doctrine of ſimilar component Paris. — He 
contends that the Univerſe is all ways infinite, that primary 
Particles are infinite in number, and that the Void admits 


of no boundaries. — He ridicules thoſe obo imagine the Uni. 
8 verſe to bave a Centre, to which every thing ponderous bas 
1 FP | a downward tendency, while every thing light riſes ſpon- 
n | taneouſly upward ; and likewiſe the idea of the Antipodes, 


Whatever is boundleſs, and bas no Extreme, can bave no 


Centre.—The ſuppoſition of a celgſtial Fence encompaſſing | 
and compreſſing the World, to prevent its diſſolution, is finely 
| touched upon, and concludes this Boos, 


£2 


* 
* he * 
. 
- 1 3 * 0 
_ _— S 


—_— —_ S ä „„ 8 
OT — 


Placatumque nitet diffuſo lumine celum, 


(4-3 
TITI LUCRETH ca 


U 
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RERUM NATURA 


LIBER PRIMUS, 


3 Genetrix, hominum divomque voluptas, 
Alma Venus, ocœli ſubter labentia ſigna 

Que mare navigerum, quæ terras frugiferenteis 
Concelebras ; per Te quoniam genus omne animantum 
Concipitur, viſitque exortum lumina ſoli s? 5 
Te, Dea, te fugiunt venti, te nubila coli, 
Adventumque tuum ; tibi ſuaveis dædala tellus 


Submittit flores, tibi rident æquora ponti, 


Nam ſimul ac ſpecies patefacta eſt verna die, 10 


Et reſerata viget genitalis aura Favoni ; 
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B.. Parent of the Roman line, 
Delight of beings mortal and divine! 
Who govern'ſt all beneath heay'n's ftarry field, 
All the plough'd ſea, and earth's rich boſom yield ; 
Creatures by Thee of ev'ry ſpecies live, | 5 
And at their birth the ſolar light receive ; 
At thy approach, great Goddeſs, ſwiftly fly 8 „ 
The ruthleſs winds, the ſtorms which vex our ſky ; = 
The dzdal lands to thee their flowers diſpla, ( I 
And ſmiling ocean ſmooths its billowy way ; 10 ä 


Th' etherial vault ſhines more ſerenely bright, 
And ſpreads a broader flood of purer light : 
For, when the days in vernal charms prevail, 
And Zephyr looſes his prolific gale, 
23 
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| Aeriz primùm volucres te, Diva, tuumque 


6 


Significant initum perculſe corda tua vi: 
Inde feræ pecudes perſultant pabula læta, 
Et rapidos tranant amneis; ita capta lepore, 5 3 
Illecebriſque tuis omnis natura animal 
Te ſequitur cupidè, quò quamque inducere pergis: 
Denique per maria, ac monteis, fluvioſque rapaceis, 
Frundiferaſque domos avium, campoſque virenteis, 
Omnibus incutiens blandum per pectora amoren, 20 
Efficis, ut cupide generatim ſzcla propagent. 
| Quz quoniam rerum Naturam ſola gubernas, 
Nec ſine Te quicquam dias in luminis oras 
Exoritur, neque fit lœtum, neque amabile quicquam ; 
Te ſociam ſtudeo ſcribundis verſibus eſſe, 25 
Quos ego de Rxxun NaTuz pangere conor 8 
Memmiadæ noſtro: quem tu, Dea, tempore in omni 


Omnibus ornatum voluiſti excellere rebus. 


"Boon Tt. © LUCRETION. = 
Then airy ſongſters thy approach proclaim, py 
Feel thy ſtrong impulſe in their vitals reign 5 4 
Then wanton beaſts friſk o'er their fatt'ning grounds, 

And ſportive paſs the furious river's bounds: : | 

Thy wondrous pow'r each animal beguiles, 

Smit with thy charms, thy faſcinating wile, 20 


1 They ruſh impetuous to thy joyous way, 


And fondly follow whereſoe er you ſtray ; 

All beings in the vaſty feas that glide, 

In rapid ſtreams, or haunt the mountain's fide, 

The leafy dwellings of the feather d train, 25 

Or ſpread the verdant ſurface of the plain, To 

Feel in their breaſts the workings of mild love ; | 

Kinds get their kindred kind, and thy ſtrong influence . 
| prove, | . _ 
Since, then, the Nature of all things you ſway ; 

Since without Thee the glorious tracts of day 30 


| There's nought can viſit, or to human ſight 


UN Nought can ſeem lovely, or afford delight : 


Thee I invoke, companion of my verſe, 

Which ſtrives or TIN GS THe NaTuRs to rehearſe; 

That verſe I ſing for him Thou lov ſo well, . 

For Memmius ! born all mortals to excel; 
B 4 


4. ' LUCRETIUS, LIE I. 
Quo magis zternum da dictis, bir, leporem : | 


Effice ut interea fera mœnera militiai 


Per maria ac terras omneis ſopita quieſcant. 


Nam Tu ſola potes tranquilla pace juvare 
Mortaleis, quoniam belli fera mœnera Mavors 
| Armipotens regit, in gremium qui ſæpe tuum ſe 


Rejicit, æterno devinctus volnere amoris; 
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Paſcit amore avidos inhians in te, Dea, viſus: : 
/ Eque tuo pendet reſupini ſpiritus ore. 
| Hunc tu, Diva, tuo recubantem corpore ſanto 
Cireumfuſa ſuper, ſuavels ex ore loquelas 

Funde, petens placidam Romanis, Incluta, pacem. 
Nam neque Nos agere hoc patriaii tempore iniquo : 
Poſſumus æquo animo : neque Memmi clara propago | 


Talibus in rebus communi deeſſe ſaluti. 


Book I. LUCRETIUS. 
WM Who mines, kind Goddeſs, gifted with thy grace, 
. The firſt of ev'ry age, of ev'ry race: 
$8 For him then deign, 0 Queen my lays to fill 
With all thy gracious eloquence; and ſtill 40 - 
The horrid din of war's tumultuous train, 4k” 
Thro out the wide-ftretch'd earth, the trackleſs main. 
Tis Thine alone with peace to bleſs mankind, | | 
While mighty Mars to battle is confin'd ; | 
Yet with love's pangs the warrior god oppreſt 45 
Will ſometimes fink upon thy balmy breaſt, 5 
Viewing thy fine-turn'd neck will there recline, 
And with his eyes drink deep thy charms divine; 
Then as with upturn'd lips he clings to Thee, | 
And ſucks thy breath in am*rous ecſtaſy ; RY 50 + 
As curling round him, when completely bleſt 
Thy form celeſtial by the pow'r is preſt, 
In all thy ſpeech let ſuch perſuaſion reign, 
mM That Rome the gift of peace may ſoon obtain. 
3 = For how, when theſe rude times diſtract our ſtate, 55 
How can I calm my purpos'd lore relate? 
How can th' illuſtrĩous offspring of my Friend 
Neglect the public ſafety to attend? 


z 


10 LUCRETIUS. Lizez 1. | 
Quod ſupereſt, vacuas aureis mihi Memmiada, et te te 45 


Semotum & curis adhibe veram ad rationem, 

Ne mea dona tibi ſtudio diſpoſta fideli, 

Intellecta prius quam ſint, contempta relinquas. 
Nam tibi de ſumma Cali ratione, Deamque, 

Diſſerere incipiam, et rerum primordia pandam z 

Unde omneis Natura creet res, auctet, alatque : 
Quove eadem rurſum Natura perempta reſolvat: 
Quæ nos Materiem, et Genitalia Corpora rebus 

Reddunda in ratione vocare, et Semina rerum 
Adpellare ſuemus, et hæc eadem uſurpare 


Corpora Prima, quod ex illis ſunt omnia primis. 


Omnis enim per ſe Divom natura neceſſe eſt 


Immortali 2 ſumma cum pace fruatur, 
Semota ab noſtris rebus, ſejunctaque longe ; 
Nam privata dolore omni, priyata periclis, 
Ipſa ſuis pollens opibus, nihil indiga noſtri, 
Nec bene promeritis capitur, nec tangitur ira, 


Boo I, —LUCRETIUS. EE 
When Truth's pure doctrines, Memmius, thou ſhalt hear, 
my | Free be thy mind, attentive be thine ear; 60 
b Nor let the leſſons, which I've faithful wrought, 


Be ſpurn'd, ere well they have engag'd thy thought ! 
4 1 Trne inmoſt nature of the diſtant Skies | | 
| I'll firſt illuſtrate, with its Deities; | , 
' $$ ext I'll unfold the origin of things, | 65 
How Nature theſe into exiſtence brings; 

How then She'll propagate, how then maintain; 


And how the atoms loſt reſtore again: 


| Theſe atoms Matter we are wont to name, 


FP Bodies creative of another frame, b 208 70 
or Bodies primary, or Seeds of things, 

Since from theſe principles all being ſprings. 
For tis the nature of the Gods to be 


In peace profound, with immortality, 
Remote and ſever d from whateꝰer belongs 79 
o the baſe buſineſs of terreſtrial throngs, 
A l Exempt from danger, and exempt from pain, 

Sufficient in the goods themſelves contain, 

Needing in no wiſe aids that we can lend; „ 
Good actions glad them not, nor bad 2 80 
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Humana ante oculos fœdè quom vita jaceret 


In terris oppreſſa gravi ſub Relligione, NI 
Quæ capnt a cœſi regionibus oſtendebat, 6; nn 


Horribili ſuper adſpectu mortalibus inſtans ; 


Primum Graivs homo mortalcis tollere contra 


Eft oculos auſus, primuſque obſiſtere contra : 
Quem nec fama Deũm, nec fulmina, nec minitanti | J 
Murmure compreſſit Cœlum, ſed eo magis acrem 570 


Virtutem inritàt animi, confringere ut arcta 

Naturæ primus portarum clauſtra cupiret. 

Ergo vivida vis animi pervicit, et extra 

Proceſlit longe flammantia mœnia mundi ; 

Atque Omne immenſum peragravit mente animoque: 75 
Unde refert nobis victor quid poſſit oriri, 

Quid nequeat ; finita poteſtas denique quoique 
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Quanam fit ratione, atque alte terminus hærens. 
Quare Relligio pedibus ſubjecta viciſſim | - 
Obteritur, nos exæquat victoria Cœlo. 80 
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Book IJ. LUCRETIUS. | 


I | When human life oppreſt, and abject lay 
1. Before all eyes, from Superſtition's ſway, 
EZW hoſe horrid head midſt regions of the ſky . 


3 ook'd grimly forth, portending miſery ; 1 


a 
on 1 d 
by Bet, 


1 


1 FThen firſt a Greer * dar'd lift his mortal ſight 
1 Wn bold defiance, dard with giant might 
F | Reſiſtance make: him not the boaſted Gods, 


| Could daunt ; they only fſerv'd to bind 
WW More firm the ubborn virtue of his mind; 
= Urg'd him, inſpir'd with ardent zeal, the firſt 
b Of Nature's portals the firm bolts to burſt. 
ka His ſpirit's ſtrength prevail'd, and fallied forth 
Beyond the blazing boundaries of earth ; 

Fraught with intelligence, his wondrous ſoul 
Vicw'd, and confider'd the capacious Whole: 
; Nis end obtain'd, triumphantly he told 

SEW hat beings could, and what could not unfold ; 
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Thus Superſtition was in turn ſubdu'd, 
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Their thunder, nor their echoing dread Abodes 


Hor far the bounded pow'rs of things could ES 
What were their limits, what their utmoſt ſtretch: 


And men and Gods on the ſame level ſtood. of 
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Illud in his rebus vereor, ne forte rearis 
Impia te rationis inire elementa, viamque 
Endogredi ſceleris ; Quod tontra, ſæpius illa 
Relligio peperit ſcelerofa atque impia facta, 
Aulide quo pacto Triviat virginis aram 
Iphianaſſai turparunt ſanguine fade 
Ductores Danaüm, delecti, prima virorum. 
Quoi ſimul infula virgineos circumdata comptus 
Ex utraque pari malarum parte profuſa eſt. 

Et mceſtum ſimul ante aras adſtare parentem 
Senſit, et hunc propter ferrum celare miniſtros ; 
Adſpectuque ſuo lacrumas effundere civeis : 
Muta metu terram genibus ſubmiſſa petebat: 
Nec miſerz prodeſſe in tali tempore quibat, 


Quod Patrio princeps donarat nomine Regem. 


Nam ſublata virùm manibus tremebundaque ad aras 


Deducta eſt, non ut, ſolemni more ſacrorum 
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95 


Boox J. LUCRETIUS. 
While thus inſtructive, much, my friend, I dread, 

Leſt by my doctrines thou ſhould'ſt be miſſed; 

And think I mean the paths of guilt to try, 

Or impious depths of foul philoſophy: 

But know, Religion has in ancient times 

Provok d to deeds profane, and frequent crimes : 

Hence 'twas in Aulis that the choſen train 

Of Grecian chiefs, the firſt in rank of men, 

At Dian's virgin ſhrine, dire ſcene of woe ! 

Bade Iphigenia's blood polluted flow: 

Soon as the victim veil which wrapt her head 

Her maiden treſſes, and her cheeks o'erſpread ; 

Soon as her fire ſhe at the altar ſaw 

Diſtracted, and the prieſt beſide him draw 

The ſheathed blade; ſaw too, as ſhe drew near, | 

Her much-loy'd citizens ſhed many a tear ; 

Low on her knees to earth ſhe ſunk, oercome- 

With ſilent horror at th impending doom: 

Ah! then 'twas vain that the ill-fated maid 


Should to a King as to a Father plead: 
By ruthleſs hands ſhe from her friends was torn ; 
All trembling, ſhuddering to the altar borne; 


15 


OT 


110 


173 


120 


- 5 Y — N 
- 
— n E 1 7 
a 


_ LUCRETIUS. LEX I, 


Perfecto, poſſet claro comitari Hymenæo: 
Sed caſta inceſte nubendi tempore in ipſo 
Hoſtia concideret mactatu mceſta parentis, 100 
Exitus ut claſſi felix, fauſtuſque daretur. | 
Tantum Relligio potuit ſuadere malorum. 
Tutemet à nobis jam quovis tempore Vatum 


Terriloquis victus dictis deſciſcere queeres ? 


Quippe etenim quam multa tibi jam fingere poſſum 105 


Somnia, quæ vitæ rationes vertere poſſint, 

Fortunaſque tuas omneis turbare timore ? 

Et merito: nam ſi certam ſinem eſſe viderent 
FXrumnarum homines, aliqua ratione valerent 
Relligionibus, atque minis obſiſtere Vatum: = £286 
Nunc ratio nulla eſt reſtandi , nulla facultas, 
Eternas quoniam pœnas in morte timendum. 
Ignoratur enim quæ ſit natura animai, 


Nata ſit, an, contra, naſcentibus inſinuetur, 
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Book I. LUCRETIUS, 
Not as to meet glad Hymen's gay delights, 
And ſee perform'd the ſolemn previous rites ; 
But the chaſte fair, een then when ſhe ſhould wed, 
In beauty's prime, a wretch devoted bled 
Beneath a parent's ſtroke ; that proſp'rous gales 
| Safe from their port might waft the Grecian ſails: 
Thus could Religion, awing human will. 
Perſuade mankind to ſuch exceſs of ill. 

But thou, long biaſs d by thoſe tales of old 
Which fabling Bards have to the vulgar told, 
Wilt from my ſong diſſent : yet know, that I 
Could frame ſuch viſions of vain myſtery, 
As would the tenor of thy life perplex, 
And all its goods with apprehenſion vex ; 
Moſt juſtly too : for, if mankind were ſure 
Their woez could only with their lives endure, 
At all events Religion they'd diſdain, 
And deem the Poets? threat'ning legends vain : 
Now to reſiſt no room, no grounds appear, 
Since pains eternal after death we fear, 
For what the nature of the ſoul may be 
Is quite unknown ; whether, as ſome agree, 
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18 | LUCRETIUS. Linen I. 
Et ſimul intereat nobiſcum morte dirempta, 11 5 
An tenebras Orci viſat, vaſtaſque lacunas, 

An pecudes alias divinitus inſinuet ſe, 

Exx ius ut noſter cecinit, qui primus ameno 
Detulit ex Helicone perenni frunde coronam, 
Per genteis Italas hominum que clara clueret. 120 
Etfi præterea tamen eſſe Acheruſia templa TEN 
Ennius æternis exponit verſibus, eden: 


Quo neque permanent anime, neque corpora noſtra; ; 
Sed quædam ſimulacra modis pallentia miris: 


Unde ſibi exortam ſemper-florentis Homer 125 

Commemorat ſpeciem lacrumas effundere ſalſas 

Cœpiſſe, et rerum naturam expandere dictis. 
Quapropter bene, eum, Superis de rebus habenda 

Nobis eſt ratio, Solis Lunzque meatus 

Qua fiant ratione; et TG vi quzque — TON 30 | 


Bees 1; - Jens 


'Tis inly born; or, when we firſt draw breath 
'Tis then inſtill'd, and dies with us in death FS 
If Stygian glooms i it viſits, or may go 
To lakes that from infernal waters flow; 160 
Or enter, as a hallow'd thing, the frame | 7 
Of brutes ; ſuch once of Exxius was the theme; 
Ennius, who firſt from Helicon's ſweet ſhade | 
A garland pluckt of green that ne'er ſhall fade, 45 
A garland that ſhall flouriſh freſh and gay = 155 
Where'er Italia's ſons extend their ſway ! 
Tho' Ennius elſewhere in immortal verſe 
Did ſpacious Acheron's abodes rehearſe ; 
Yet, nor our bodies, nor our ſouls dwell there, 
But certain ſhades in ſtrange pale guiſe appear; 160 
Midſt theſe, he tells us, to his wond' ring eyes | 
He ſaw the form of deathleſs Homer riſe, 
| Who, while his tears in briny torrents fell, 
Began of things the nature to reveal. 
As therefore wiſhing to inveſtigate 165 
Whate'er to things Supernal may relate, | 
And in the fields of vaſt inquiry ſtray 
Far as the Solar track, or Lunar way ; 
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In terris: tum, cum primis, ratione ſagaci 
- Unde Anima atque Animi conſtet natura, videndum ; ; 
Et quæ res nobis vigilantibus obvia menteis 
Terrificet, morbo adfectis, ſomnoque ſepultis, 
Cernere uti videamur eos, audireque coram, 17 35 
Morte obita quorum tellus amplectitur oſſa. | 

Nec me animi fallit Geratorun obſcura reperta 
Difficile inluſtare LArixis verſibus efle, 
Multa novis verbis præſertim quom ſit agendum, 
Propter egeſtatem linguz, et rerum novitatem z 140 
Sed tua me Virtus tamen, et ſperata voluptas 
Suavis Amicitiæ, quemvis efferre laborem 


Suadet, et inducit nocteis vigilare ſerenas, 
Quzrentem dictis quibus, et quo carmine demum 
Clara tuæ poſſim præpandere lumina menti, 145 
Res quibus ocultas penitus conviſere poſſis. | 
Hunc igitur terrorem animi, tenebraſque neceſſe eſt 
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| Book 1 | LUCRETIUS, f = 
Likewiſe to know, how all things upon earth 

Receive from unſeen pow'r their various birth: - 170 
So ſhould we ftrive ſagacious to diſcern 
What the Soul may be, what its nature learn; 
What tis of evident that frights the mind 

A Diſeas'd, awake, or when by ſleep confin'd ; 

Till ev'n thoſe, whoſe dead bones buried lie, 175 


We hear, and ſee as preſent to our eye. 
Full well I know, that ſcarce can Latian verſe 


35 


The deep diſcoveries of the Gzezxs rehearſe; 
12 Since that our ſubject 's new, our LANGUAGE poor, 
Some phraſes muſt be found ner uſed before, 180 
| To tell thee all : but ſuch thy virtuous Worth, | 
Such hoped-for joys ſweet Friendſhip can draw forth ; 


That ev'ry labour would to me ſeem light, 


45 And chearfully I'd wear each tranquil night, | 


To frame a diction, and a mode of ſong, 185 
Which o'er thy ſenſe ſhall ſpread a light ſo ſtrong 3 ; 
That by its aid thou clearly may'ft explore 

What 's moſt recondite in great Nature's ſtore. 

| Wherefore, to chaſe theſe terrors of the mind, 

And the dark clouds which underſtanding blind, 190 


* 


22 LUCRETIUS. Lizex I. 

Non radii Solis, neque lucida tela Diei = 
Diſcutiant, ſed Nature ſpecies, Ratioque : 

Principium hine cujus nobis exordia ſumet : I50 
;\ | NuLLaM REM E NIHILO GIGNI DIVINITUS UNQUAM. 

| Quippe ita formido Mortaleis continet omneis, 

Quod multa in Terris fieri, Cœloque tuentur, 

Quorum operum cauſſas nulla ratione videre 

: Poſſunt, ac fieri divino Numine rentur. 155 
| Quas ob res, ubi viderimus, nil poſſe creari 

De nihilo, tum, quod ſequimur, jam rectius inde 
Perſpiciemus, ut unde queat res quæque creari, 

Et quo quæque modo fiant opera fine Divom. 

Nam fi de Nihilo fierent, ex omnibus rebus 160 

Omne genus naſci poſſet; nil Semine egeret: 

E mare primum homines, è terra poſſet oriri 
Squammigerum genus, et volucres ; erumpere cœlo 
Armenta, atque alia pecudes : genus omne ferarum 
Incerto partu culta, ac deſerta teneret: _ 166 


50 


55 


160 


Boox I. | LUCRETIUS. 1 
We neither need the arrowy beams of Day, | 


Nor yet th' aſſiſtance of the Solar ray; 
But a true knowledge of great Nature's laws, 


x An inſight into each exiſting Cauſe, 
Tnis maxim then we hence for granted take, 195 


THAT HEAv'N OF NOTHING COULD A NOTHING MAKE: f— 


For Mortal men are ſo enchain'd by fear; 

That much beheld both in the Skies and Here, 

To which no obvious reaſon they aſſign, 1 

Is deem'd th' immediate work of Pow'rs divine. 200 
Since nothing can from nothing, we geren, 


Be form'd; it proves the truth which we believe: 


1 That from ſuch principles all things are made, 


And all perform'd without Celeſtial aid. | 
For, were they made from Nothing, there would 4 ſpring P 


Beings of ev'ry kind from evry thing; 206 


No Seed could then be wanting; and the ſea = 
Man's breed might firſt produce ; from earth's wide way | 


| Fiſhes and birds of ev'ry. ſort would riſe, 


Or herds or various cattle from the ſkies ; - 210 
While motley offsprings of the ſavage train 2 
Should haunt each deſert wild, each cultur'd plain. 
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Dum tempeſtates adſunt, et vivida tellus 


8 LUCRETIUS, _ Linen I. 


Nec fructus iidem arboribus conſtare ſolerent, 


Sed mutarentur: ferre omnes omnia poſſent. 

Quippe, ubi non eſſent genitalia Corpora quoique, 

Qui poſſet mater rebus conſiſtere certa ? 

At nunc Seminibus quia certis quidque creatur, 170 
Inde enaſcitur, atque oras in luminis exit, 


Materies ubi ineſt cujuſque et Corpora prima: 


Atque hac re nequeunt ex omnibus omnia gigni, = 
| Quod certis in rebus ineſt ſecreta facultas. | 
Præterea, cur Vere roſam, frumenta Calore, 175 1 


LY 


Viteis AuQumno fundi ſudante videmus : 


Si non, certa fuo quia tempore Semina rerum 1 


Cum confluxerunt, patefit quodcunque ereatur, 


Tuto res teneras effert in luminis oras? 180 
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Or why do grapes with deepen'd purple ſhine 


|  Boox I. LRRETIUS.- 25 
No fruit would then be conſtant to its tree; 

One ceaſeleſs round of mutability | 

Muſt mark all vegetation, and each bough 215 
A varying product would for ever ſhew, | 
Did not creative Seeds belong to all, 

A certain parent ſtock what could we call ? 

But as from Seeds diſtin& all things on earth I 

Owe their exiſtence, thence are waked to birth ; 220 
And each there burſts into the blaze of day 

Where its firſt Principles and Matter lay ; 

So all of beings cannot all beget, 

But ſep'rate pow'rs to ſep'rate things relate. 

Why in the Vernal ſeaſon blooms the roſe, 225 


Why rip'ning corn in burning Summer grows, „ = 


When Autumn pours its juices thro' the vine ; 
Unleſs becauſe the proper Seed of things, 
| At its due period, into action ſprings; _ ; "mas 


While a new being riſes on the eye, 


When nature yields fit opportunity, 
And earth ſhoots forth with fertilizing might 
Its tender offsprings in the fields of light? 
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26 — LUCRETIOUS  LamtE 
Quod fi de Nihilo fierent, ſubito exorerentur pF 
Incerto ſpatio, atque alienis partibus anni : 

Quippe ubi nulla forent primordia, quæ genitali 
Concilio poſſent arceri tempore iniquo. | 

Nee porro augendis rebus Spatio foret uſus 18 5 
Seminis ad coitum, & Nihilo fi creſcere poſſent. | 
Nam fierent juvenes ſubito ex infantibus parvis : 

E terraque exorta repente arbuſta ſalirent. 

Quorum nil fieri manifeſtum eſt, omnia quando 
Paullatim creſcunt (ut par eſt) Semine certo: 190 
Creſcendoque genus ſervant ; ut noſcere poſlis 

Quzque ſua de Materia grandeſcere, alique. 

Hue accedit uti ſine certis imbribus anni 

[.adtificos nequeat foetus ſubmittere tellus ; 

Nec porro ſecreta cibo natura animantum 195 
Propagare genus poſſit, vitamque tueri : | | 


Ut potius multis communia Corpora rebus 


Boox I. LUCRETIUS. — 
But were they form'd from Nothing, they'd appear 235 
Sudden, uncertain, and thro” all the year; / 

For ne'er were ſeeds by adverſe ſeaſons ſtay'd, 

Or in their genial offices delay'd. 
Moreover, reas'ning on a thing's increaſe, | 
How little need we either time or Space 240 
For ſeed to generate, did we but know 

That certainly from Nothing it would grow; , 
A child might inſtant then a boy become, | 
And ſudden groves ſhoot forth from earth's deep womb ; 
Yet, that it 1s not thus we plainly fey 245 
All things admit of growth in {low degree 

(As fitting tis) by their peculiar Seed, 

Preſerving, as they grow, their native breed : 

Hence may'ſ thou learn, that they acquire their fize 
From their own Matter which within them lies. 250 
| Again, did timely ſhow'rs not glad the year, 

No joyful fruits would on the ſoil appear ; , 

Nor could each animal, depriv'd of food, 

Be with productive pow'rs or life endu'd : 

Then rather think, to many things pertain 255 


So many common Bodies, as tis ſeen 


Multa putes eſſe, ut verbis Elementa videmus, 
Quam ſine Principiis ullam rem exſiſtere poſſe. 
Denique cur Homines tantos natura parare 
Non potuit, pedibus qui pontum per vada poſſent 
Tranſire, et magnos manibus divellere monteis, 
Multaque vivendo vitalia vincere ſæcla: 
Si non Materies quia rebus reddita certa eſt 
Gignundis, è qua conſtat quid poſſit oriri? 
Nil. igitur fieri de NI Lo poſſe fatendum eſt: 
Semine quando opus eſt rebus, quo quæque create 
Atris in teneras poſſint proferrier auras. 
Poſtremo, quoniam Incultis præſtare videmus 
Culta loca, et manibus melioreis reddere fetus : 
Eſſe videlicet in terris Primordia rerum, 
Que nos, fœcundas vertentes vomere glebas, 
Terraique ſolum ſubigentes, cimus ad ortus. 
Quod fi nulla forent, noſtro fine quæque labore 
Sponte ſua multo fieri meliora videres. 1 


Huc accedit, uti quidque in ſua Corpora rurſum 


Diſſolvat Natura, neque ad Nihilum interimat res. 
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Words are compos'd of Letters, than conceive 
That ought devoid of Principles can live. C 
| Say too, why nature did not Men provide 
With feet to walk upon the billowy tide; 260 
With hands that might uproot the mountain's baſe, 
| Or life beyond its uſual term increaſe? | 
Tis that a certain Matter is afſign'd 
To procreation, and the riſe of kind : : 
Then to this maxim let us be agreed ; 833 26 5 
NoTaixG of NoTHING can be form'd ; for Seed > 
To all is wanting, whence whatever's made 
Is thro' the trackleſs ſpace of air convey'd. 
In fine, as Cultur'd to Uncultur'd ſoils | 
We ſee preferr'd, compenſating men's toils 270 
With choicer produce; therefore in the ground, | 
'Tis plain, ſome latent Rudiments are found; 
Theſe, as the plough upturns the fruitful earth, 
Conq; ring the ſtubborn glebe, we raiſe to birth : 
Did theſe exiſt not, labour would be vain | 27 [4 
Things of themſelves perfection might attain. 
And learn, that Nature totally deſtroys 
Nought ſhe has made, but variouſly employs 


30 


LUCRETIUS. ULIsEx I. 
Nam, ſi quid mortale & eunctis partibus eſſet, 


Ex oculis res quæque repente erepta periret ; 


Nulla vi foret uſus enim, que partibus ejus 220 
Diſcidium parere, et nexus exſolvere poſſet. 

Quod nunc, æterno quia conſtant Semine quæque, 
Donec vis obut, quæ res diverberet ictu, 

Aut intus penetret per inania, diſſolvatque, 

Nullius exitium patitur Natura videri. „ 
Præterea, quæcunque vetuſtate amovet ætas, 

Si penitus perimit conſumens Materiem omnem, 

Unde animale genus generatim in lumina vitæ 
Redducit Venus? aut redductum dædala tellus EE 
Unde alit, atque auget, generatim pabula præbens? 230 
Unde mare ingenui fontes, externaque longè 
Flumina ſuppeditant ? unde æther ſidera paſcit ? 
Omnia enim debet, mortali Corpore que ſunt, ” 


Infinita ætas conſumpſe, anteacta dieſque. 
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Book I. LUCRETIUS, 
Means to diſſolve all in her boundleſs reign 


Into its native Elements again. 280 
Were bodies ſubject to deſtruction quite; 


They ſoon would periſh as withdrawn from ſight; ' 
No ſtrength would then be needful to disjoin 


Each textile part, or break what may combine : 


But, as an everlaſting Seed prevails, # n 
No work of deathleſs Nature ever fails, 
Till foree obtains; when ſuddenly tis broke, 

Each fine interſtice burſt, or ſhiver*d by ſome ſtroke. 
Did all things worn with age diſſolve away, 

And did the Matter whence they're form'd decay; 290 


Say how could Venus, procreative pow 'r! 


| Species by ſpecies animals reſtore ? 
Or, when reftor'd, how could the teeming field 
Nouriſh, increaſe, and food to each kind yield ? 
Say how could native founts ſupply the ſeas, 295 


Or rivers rolling thro? long diſtant ways ? 
Say how yon regions of beſpangled air 
Could furniſh nurture to each beamy ſtar? 
For countleſs periods paſt, and time untold, > — 
Muſt have deſtroy'd whate'er s of Mortal mould 15 300 


— — 


32 LUCRETIUS. 


Quod fi in eo ſpatio, atque anteacta ætate fuere, 


E quibus hæc Rerum conſiſtit Summa refecta: 


Immortali ſunt natura prædita certe. 
Haud igitur poſſunt ad Nilum quæque reverti. 
Denique res omneis eadem vis cauſaque volgo 


Conficeret, niſi Materies æterna teneret 


Inter ſe nexus, minus aut magis endopedita. 


Tactus enim lethi ſatis eſſet cauſa profecto: 


Quippe, ubi nulla forent æterno Corpore, eorum 
Contextum vis deberet diſfolvere quæque. 


At nunc, inter ſe quia nexus principiorum 
Diflimiles conſtant, æternaque materies eſt, 
Incolumi remanent res corpore, dum ſatis acris 


Vis obeat pro textura cujuſque reperta, 


Haud igitur redit ad Nihilum res ulla, fed omnes | 


Diſcidio redeunt in corpora material. 


Poſtremo pereunt imbres, ubi eos pater Ether 


In gremium matris Terrai * 


— 1. 


235 


240 


245 


250 


Con, a 
a. Cote OD 


Bo I,  LUCRETIUS. 
But in ſuch ſpace immenſe, ſuch vaſt of time, 
If aught renew'd this Univerſe ſublime, _ | = 
_ 'Twas ſomething ſurely that's Immortal born; | 
For to a Nothing things cannot return. | | [ 
|. The ſelf ſame power, and the ſelf ſame cauſe, 305 | 
All things would ſoon diſſolve by conſtant laws ; = 
Unleſs that Matter which can never die | [ 
Strengthens, or more or leſs, each various tie: 14 
The ſlighteſt touch the means of death might prove; | 1 | 
For, if eternal Life were not inwove | 310 | 
In ev'ry being; force, however ſmall, | 
Might break the texture of th' original: 
But, as the links of principle appear 
All unconnected, and diſſimilar; | 
As matter moves in one eternal round, 3175 
And in their being things unchang'd are found, 
Till pow'r occurs ſufficient in its might ” 
The various parts of things to diſunite ; 

So nothing finks to Nought, but dies, and then 
To native matter is reſoly'd again. 7 | 
Laſtly obſerve, when vaniſh'd are thoſe ſhow'rs, 

Which o'er the Earth's maternal boſom pours 
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At nitidæ ſurgunt fruges, ramique vireſcunt 
Arboribus ; creſcunt ipſæ, fœtuque gravantur. 
Hinc alitur porro noſtrum genus, atque ferarum: 
Hinc lætas urbeis pueris florere videmus, 
Frundiferaſque novis avibus canere undique ſylvas. 
HFinc feſſæ pecudes pingues per pabula læta 
| Corpora deponunt, et candens laQeus humor 
Uberibus manat diſtentis ; hinc nova proles 
Artubus infirmis teneras laſciva per herbas 
'Ludit, late mero menteis-percuſla novellas. 


Haud igitur penitus'pereunt quæcunque videntur : - 


Quando aliud ex alio reficit Natura, nec ullam 
Rem gigni patitur, mſi morte adjutam aliena. 
Nunc age, res quoniam docui non poſſe creari 

De Nihilo, neque item genitas ad Nil revocari ; 
Ne qua forte tamen eœptes diffidere dictis, | 
EX Quod nequeunt oculis rerum Primordia cerni ; | 


460 


. 
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thier, kind father! then inftead we 2 
Harveſts of waving gold; and from each tree 


Rich loaded boughs of fertile green depend, ; 325 
Which till increaſe, and thick with fruitage bend; 
Theſe to our kind, and brutes like nurture yield ; 


By theſe with youth are our gay cities fill'd ; 


Hence leafy groves with new-born choirs refound}.. 


Hence fatt'ning herds ſtreteh o'er the gladſome ground 


Their wearied fides, and ever-plenteous rills . 432 
White from the udder's milky ſtore diſtils; 
Hence, ſporting wanton o'er the tender green 


With little limbs, the riſing breed are ſeen ; 


And, from their dams as the rich draughts they drain, 33 5 
Gladneſs and health flow faſt thro' ev'ry vein. 
That nothing 's quite deſtructible, it ſtems ; 


For Nature one thing of another frames; & 


Nor does it ſuffer aught to have increaſe, 
Till of ſome other thing the life ſhall ceaſe. / 340 
Since I've explain'd, that things cannot be born 


Of Nought ; ſo cannot unto Nought return : _ 
Leſt haply thou my doctrines diſbelieve, 
Becauſe thy pow'rs of ſight: do not perceive 
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Accipe præterea, quæ Corpora Tute neceſſe eſt 
Confiteare eſſe in rebus, nec poſſe videri. 
Principio, Vxx ri vis verberat incita pontum, 
Ingenteiſque ruit naveis, et nubila differt; 
Interdum rapido percurrens turbine campos 
Arboribus magnis ſternit, monteiſque ſupremos 
Silvifragis vexat flabris: ita perfurit acri 

Cum fremitu, ſævitque minaci murmure coortus. 
Sunt igitur VENTI nimirum corpora cæca, 

Quæ mare, quæ terras, quæ denique nubila cœli 
Verrunt, ac ſubito vexantia turbine raptant. 
Nec ratione fluunt alia, ſtragemque propagant, 
Ac cum mollis aquæ fertur natura repente 
Flumine abundanti, quod largis imbribus auge 


Montibus ex altis magnus decurſus aquai, 


Fragmina conjiciens ſylvarum, arbuſtaque tota; 


Nec validi poſſunt pontes venientis aquai 
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Thoſe atoms, Principles of things ; then learn, 
Bodies exiſt which Thou mayſt not diſcern, 
Firſt, the Winps' force ſtirs up the vexed deep, 
Shatters vaſt ſhips, and down th' aerial ſleep 
Rolls the diſparting clouds ; ſometimes amain 
It ſcours, and ſtrews the deſolated plain 
With fragments of huge trees ; or wildly tears 
Each foreſt which the mountain's ſummit bears: 


So fierce it roars, with ſuch collected force 


It threats deſtruction in its howling courſe. | 
W1nps then are viewleſs bodies; which, when driv'n 5 5 


Againſt the ſea, the earth, or clouds of heay? a, 

Upturn them all, and in diſquiet bear 

With ſudden whirls their maſſes high i in air : 

Ruſhing they deal dire devaſtation round ; 

As when the yielding ſtreamlet burſts its bound, 360 
Swoll'n by a mighty torrent's furious tide, 

Which, big with plenteous rains, pours down the ſide 

Of ſome tremendous height, tearing away 

Whole groves and ſhiver'd woods ; no bridge can Ray, 
Firm as *tis built, the waves which move along 365 


Near and more near, impetuouſly ſtrong : 
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Vim ſubitam tolerare: ita magno turbidus imbri 
Molibus incurrens validis cum viribus amnis, 

Dat ſonitu magno ſtragem; volvitque ſub undis 

Grandia ſaxa, ruit qua quidquid fluctibus obſtat. 290 
Sic igitur debent VENTI quoque flamina ferri: 

Quæ, veluti validum flumen, cum procubuere 

Quamlibet in partem, trudunt res ante, ruuntque 


Impetibus crebris ; interdum vertice torto 


15 
* 
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Corripiunt, rapidoque rotanti turbine portant. = 295 
Quare etiam atque etiam ſunt VENTI Corpora cæca: 
Quandoquidem factis ac moribus æmula magnis 
Amnibus inveniuntur, aperto Corpore qui ſunt. 

Tum porro varios rerum ſentimus Opok xs; 
Nec tamen ad nareis venienteis cernimus unquam: goo 
i Nec calidos Zsrvs tuimur, nec FzxiGora quimus 
_  Uſurpare oculis, nec Vocxs cernere ſuemus 
| Quæ tamen omnia Corporea conſtare neceſſe eſt 


Natura: quoniam ſenſus impellere poſſunt. 
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Thus, foul'd by ftorms, this waſting river rolls | 
Loud-ſounding, forceful *gainſt reſiſting moles, 

Their ſtones enormous deep midſt water throws, 

And buries all that dares its pow'r oppole: 270 
Juſt ſo in blaſts are borne the Wixps of heay? n, 
Which, like the headlong ſtream, wherever diy n 

Sweep all before them, raging as they go, | 

And with repeated guſts deſtructive blow; 

Oft in their circling eddies things are loſt, 1 375 
Or hurl'd in rapid rounds at diſtance toſt. 

1 ſay again, Winps viewleſs Bodies are 

In actions and in manners yet compare 

With potent ſtreams, which may be view d, al ww 
Are form'd of Atoms evident to ſenſe. 380 
Tho' various Opours we may ſmell, our eyes / 


Cannot diſcern them to the noſtrils rife, 8 0 


We ſee not ſummer's WaR NMT, nor winter's CoLD ; _ 


The Voice no mortal ever could behold : .- 


Yet that in nature all theſe Bodies are, 385 
Is plain; our ſenſes will the fact declare: | 


Fox NOUGHT BUT BODY, be it underſtood, 


Is Toucn'D, ox WITH THE PoW'R OF TOUCH EXDU”D. N 
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Denique fluctifrago ſuſpenſe in littore Veſtes | 

Uveſcunt, emdem diſpanſz in Sole ſereſcunt ; 

At neque quo pacto perſederit humor aquai 

Viſu eft, nec rurſum quo pacto fugerit æſtu; 

In parvas igitur parteis diſpergitur Humor, — you 

Quas oculi nulla poſſunt ratione videre. 
Quin etiam multis Solis redeuntibus annis 

Annulus in digito ſubtertenuatur habendo : . 

Stillicidi caſus lapidem cavat : uncus aratri 

Ferreus occulte decrefcit Vomer in arvis ; 316 

Strataque jam volgi pedibus detrita viarum 

Saxea conſpicimus: tum portas propter ahena 

Signa manus dextras oſtendunt attenuari 

Szpe ſalutantum tau, præterque meantum: 

Hæc igitur minui, cum ſint detrita, videmus ; 32 mp 

Sed quæ Corpora decedant in tempore quoque, 

Invida præcluſit ſpeciem Natura videndi, 
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| Moreover Garments, when hung near the ſhore 
Which breaks the yeaſty waves that o'er it pour, 
Will imbibe moiſture ; but let them remain 
Spread to the Sun, they ſoon grow dry again; 
How wat' ry Vapour thus could penetrate, 

Yet we ſee not, nor how *tis loſt by heat; 


*Tis that it 's ſcatter'd into parts ſo fine, 


Sight can't detect them, or learn how they join. 


Worn on ſome finger many a Solar round, 
Fretted beneath away the Ring 1s found ; 
By dropping Waters ftones are hollow made; 
The iron Share at length 1 in earth 's decay'd ; — 
We ſee the pebbly Pavements in each ſtreet 
Rubb'd ſmooth by paſſengers' ſucceſſive feet; 
Beſide our doors the brazen Statues plac'd | 


Shew in ſome meaſure their right hands decreas'd, 


Touch'd ev'ry day by ſalutation's throng, 
Or by the idle as they ſtroll along : 

That theſe by friction are diminiſh'd then, 

Is evident to ſight ; but how, or when 

| Thoſe Particles fly off which things compoſe, 


Invidious Nature never will diſcloſe. 
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| Poſtremo, quæcunque Dies, Naturaque rebus 
Paullatim tribuit, moderatim creſcere cogens, 
Nulla poteſt oculorum acies contenta tueri; 325 
Nec porro quæcunque ævo, macieque ſeneſcunt : | | 
Nec mare quæ impendent veſco ſale Saxa pereſa, 

Quid quoque amittant in tempore, cernere poſſis. 
Corporibus cæcis igitur Natura gerit res. 

Nec tamen undique Corporea ſtipata tenentur 330 

Omnia natura, namque eſt in rebus IxAxx. 
Quod tibi cognoſſe in multis erit utile rebus; 
Nec ſinet errantem dubitare, et quærere ſemper 
De Summa rerum, et noſtris diffidere dictis; | 
Quapropter locus eſt intactus, INANE, vacanſque. 335 
Quod ſi non eſſet, nulla ratione moveri - 

Res poſſent; namque officium, quod Corperis extat, 


Officere, atque obſtare, id in omni tempore adeſſet 
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Beſides, no human ken has pow'r to trace 
How Lite, and Nature could thoſe atoms place 
In due ſucceſſion, cauſing things to grow 
By gradual unperceiv'd degrees; or how 
They age with time, emaciating away : 
Nor, in the rude Rocks which o'erheng the ſea, 
By taſteful ſalt corroded, none cer views 
The vaniſh'd portions which thro' time they loſe. 
That Nature then in ſecret is poſſeſt 
b Of bodies unperceiv'd, muſt be confeſt. 
But all 's not Matter ſolid, and condenſe ; 
There is beſide in things a Voip immenſe : 
And this to know will ſtand thee in much ſtead, 
*Twill clear thy doubts whene'er thou art miſled, 
| Reſolve thy queſtions on the boundleſs Whole, 
And ſtamp conviction on thy wav'ring ſoul. 
A Votp is therefore, and we I hold it ſuch, 
An empty ſpace admitting not our touch. 

Were it not ſo, we then muſt clearly ſee, 
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Nought could move onward in the leaſt degree; \ 4 30 


To hinder and reſiſt are ſtated Iaws — 
Pertaining to all Bodies, and this cauſe 
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Omnibus : haud igitur quidquam procedere poſſct, 
Principium quoniam cedendi nulla daret res. 340 
At nunc per maria, ac terras, ſublimaque cli, 
Multa modis multis varia ratione moveri | 
Cerainnis ante oculos ; quæ, fi non eſſet Inant, 
Non tam ſollicito motu privata carerent 
Quam genita omnino nulla ratione fuiſſent : 345 
Undique Materies quoniana ſtipata quieſlet, 
Præterea quamvis Solidz res eſſe putentur, 


Hine tamen eſſe licet Raro cum corpore cernas: 


In ſaxis, ac ſpeluncis permanat Aquarum 


Liquidus humor, et uberibus flent omnia guttis: 350 


Diſſupat in corpus ſeſe Cibus omne animantum: 


Creſcunt Arbuſta, et fœtus in tempore fundunt, 
Quod Cibus in totas, uſque ab radicibus imis, 


Per truncos, ac per ramos diffunditur omneis : 
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At the preciſe ſame point of time would bring 

To preſent action each reſpective thing; ; 

Nothing by onward motion could be drivin, _ 435 
If unto nothing yielding pow'rs were giv'n. * | 

But now our viſion can diſtinctly trace | 

In ſeas, and earth, and heav'n's high- vaulted ſpace, 
Unnumber'd things by ways unnumber'd roll, 

As various method regulates the whole; E 440 
Theſe, did no Votd exiſt, were wanting quite | . R 
In all thoſe movements which they now excite, 

Nor would they generate; for Matter preſt — 

On ev ry fide muſt conſequently RT „ 

That bodies thought to have Solidity 445 
Still are oft Porous, we-may plainly ſee : 

From rocks, and caverns permeant Dew diftils ; 

- They weep unceaſing in abundant rills. 

. Thro'out all Nature's animated reign, 

| Diffuſive Food throws nurture in each vein ; 459 
The vigorous Groves with growth luxuriant ſpread, 


And timely fruits are on their boughs diſplay d; 


From each extremeſt root their trunks are fill'd, 
And diftant branches drink the Juice they yield, - 
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Tranſire, haud ulla fieri ratione videres. 


Nam, ſi tantundem eſt in Lanæ glomere, quantum 
Corporis in Plumbo eſt, tantundem pendere par eſt; 


Corporis oſſicium eſt quoniam premere omnia deorſum: 
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Inter ſepta meant Voces, et clauſa domorum 335 
Tranſvolitant : rigidum permanat Frigus ad oſſa. 


Quod, niſi Inanta ſint, qua poſſent ä quæque 


Denique cur alias aliis præſtare videmus 55 


Pondere res rebus, nihilo majore figura? 360 


Contra autem natura manet ſine pondere Ix Axis. | 
Ergo quod Magnum eſt æque, Leviuſque Ry 365 
Nimirum plus eſſe ſibi declarat Ix Axis: | 

At contra Gravius plus in ſe Coxpoxis eſſe 


Dedicat, et multd Vacvi minus intus habere. 

Eft igitur nimirum id, quod ratione ſagaci 

Quzrimus, admiſtum rebus quod Ix ANR vocamus. 370 
Illud in his rebus, ne te deducere vero | 

Poſſit, quod quidam fingunt, præcurrere cogor; 

Cedere Squammigeris latices nitentibus aiunt, 


Et liquidas aperire vias ; quia poſt loca Piſces 
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Sounds will pierce walls, and fly thro? well-ſhut gates; 

Een to our bones the ſharp Cold penetrates : 456 

All which ne'er could be, did we not allow 

Of certain Voips which bodies might paſs through. 
Say wherefore theſe things heavier are than thoſe, 

Vet each reſpecting ſize no diff 'rence knows? 460 

If in a ball of Wool, or lump of Lead, 

Like matter were contain d; then each, when weigh'd, 

Alike would prove without exceſs of weight; 

For matter tends to make things gravitate: 

| Whereas a Vor is by its nature free 465 

From ev'ry principle of gravity : | | 

What regularly Large and Light then ſeems, 

An ample portion of the Voip proclaims ; 

So Bodies, being Ponderous, confeſs | 

They more of MaTTzx than of Voip poſſeſs : 470 

| Therefore that thing our curious ſearch would trace, 85 

What 's term'd a Vo, in nature holds a place. 
But, left thou ſwerve from truth in our intent, 

Doubts rais'd by ſome in thee I'd fain prevent: 

To Scaly tribes the waters yield, they ſay, =—_— 

And ope a paſſage thro' their lucid way : 
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Linquant, quo poſſint cedentes confluere unde: 375 
Sic alias quoque res inter ſe poſſe moveri, 

Et mutare locum; quamvis ſint omnia plena: 

Scilicet id falſa totum ratione receptum eſt. 
Nam quò Squammigeri poterunt procedere tandem, 

Ni ſpatium dederint latices? concedere porro f 380 
Quo poterurit undæ, cum Piſces ire nequibunt ? 

Aut igitur motu privandum eſt corpora quæ que; 

Aut eſſe admiſtum dicendum eſt rebus Inavs . 

Unde initium primum capiat res quæque movendi. 
Poſtremo duo de concurſo Corpora lata 385 

Si cita diſſiliant, nempe aer omne neceſſe eſt, 

Inter corpora quod fuvat, poſſidat Ix Ax x. 

Is porro, quamvis circum celerantibus auris 
Confluat, haud poterit tamen uno tempore totum 

- Compleri ſpatium: nam primum quemque neceſſe eſt 390 

Occupet ille locum, deinde omnia poſſidantur. 


Quod ſi forte aliquis, cum Corpora diſſiluére, 
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That void which Fiſh form, as they cleave the tide, g 
1s ſudden by the confluent waves ſupplied ; 

S> things may move, and conſtantly change place | 

Among themſelves, without the need of ſpace. R 

But to ſuch doctrine faith is falſely giv 

For whither could theſe Scaly tribes be ariv'n, 

Did not the waters room afford? or where 

The waves retire, were Fiſh not ſwimming there ? A 
Then either things from motion mult be freed, 

Or that a Voip exiſts, muſt be agreed, WE 

Thro? bodies interſpers'd; whence let 's ſuppoſe 


Their pow'r to move originally roſe. 


Again, let two flat Subſtances cloſe join'd | 
Sudden diſpart ; and ftraightway we ſhall find, 
That 'twixt each ſubſtance all the ETV Svact 
To juſt ſo much of air will foon give place: 
Yet, tho? this air may ſtrong and rapid be, 
*T'will not at once fill up the vacancy ; 
Parts moſt remote at firſt are occupied, 495 
| Then thoſe more central, till the whole 's ſupplied. 
Yer ſome may haply urge, but judge not _—_ 
| That _ as theſe Bodies diſunite, 
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Tum putat id fieri, quia ſe condenſeat aër, | 

Errat ; nam Vacvvn tum fit, quod non fuit ante; 

Et repletur item, Vacuum quod « confitat. a ante; 395 

Nec tali ratione poteſt denſerier aer, | 

Nec ſi jam poſſet, fine Inani poſſet, opinor, 

Se ipſe in ſe trahere, et parteis conducere in unum : 

Quapropter, quamvis cauſando multa moreris, 

Eſſe in rebus Ix Axx tamen fateare neceſſe eſt. 400 
Multaque præterea tibi poſſum commemorando 

Argumenta, fidem dictis conradere noſtris; 

Verum animo ſatis hzc veſtigia parva ſagaci a 

Sunt, per quæ poſſis cognoſcere cetera Tute : 

Namque Canes ut montivage perſzpe feral 405 

Naribus inveniunt intectas frunde . 

Cum ſemel ;nſtiterunt veſtigia certa vial: 

Sic alid ex alio per te Tute ipſe videre 

Talibus in rebus poteris, cæcaſque latebras 


Infinuare omneis, et Verum protrahere inde. 410. 
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All this may be perform'd ; becauſe the air 
Was, tho? condens'd, already preſent there; 
For then a Vorp would be, not there before; 


And the exiſting Vo1D would be no more: 
Nor could the air, according to ſuch law, 


Become condens'd, nor yet itſelf withdraw 
Within itſelf, and preſs all parts in one; 
Or not without a Voip could it be done: 
Acknowledge then the Voip; nor vainly try, 
What 's clear by tedious cavil to deny. | | 
But forceful arguments I yet could preach | 
Might win thy credence to the truths 1 teach; 510 


Tho? theſe faint outlines may ſuffice to learn 
The reſt, where minds can like thine own diſcern : 
For, as well-ſcented Hounds are {kill'd to trace, | 
When once the track they hit, each lurking- place | 
Where, bare of trees, is couch'd the ſlumb ring beaſt 515 
That haunts the vaſty mountain's ſavage waſte; 
| So by thyſelf Thou, in purſuits like ours, 
By ſeeking one thing mayſt acquire fit pow'rs 
To find out others, threading each blind maze, 8 
Till Truth is ſprung apparent to thy gaze. 
| E 2 | 
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Quod ſi pigraris, paullumve abſceſſeris ab re, be 
Hoc tibi de plano poſſum promittere, Men: 
Uſque adeo largos hauſtus, > fontibus amneis, 

Lingua meo ſuavis diti de pectore fundet, | 

Ut verear, ne tarda prius per membra SeneQus 415 
Serpat, et in nobis Vitai clauſtra reſolvat, 

Quam tibi de quavis una re verſibus omnis 
Argumentorum ſit copia miſſa per aureis. 

Sed nunc jam repetam cœptum pertexere dictis. 
Omnis, ut eſt, igitur, per ſe, Natura, 1 420 
Confiltit rebus ; nam Coryora ſunt, et Ix Ax E, 5 
Hæc in quo ſita ſunt, et qua diverſa moventur : 
Corpus enim per ſe communis dedicat eſſe | 
| Senſus ; quo niſi prima fides fundata valebit, 
| Haud erit occultis de rebus quo referentes. 425 
Confirmare animi quidquam ratione queamus. | 
Tum porro Locus, ac Spatium, quod IxAx E vocamus, 
Si nullum foret, haud uſquam ſita Corpora poſſent 
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And from ſuch ſearch anlef thou ſhouldſt retire 
Incurious, wearied, aud without defirez—”n 

This to thy hope, o MEmmivs! I'll afford, 

That the learn'd treaſures in my ſoul deep-ſtor'd, | 
Drawn from the fount which Epicurus ſought, 525 

My tuneful tongue ſhall pour in many a draught ; = 

Till o'er my limbs Old age, I fear, would creep, 

And Life reſolve itſelf in one long ſleep, 

Ere all of reagning which I fain would ſay 

Should to thy intelle& find well its way. 3530 

By means of ſong. But now let us renew 8 

The taſk begun, and thus our theme purſue. 

Nature, as far as to itſelf relates, 

Is then exiſting in two ſew ral ſtates, | 

| Bopy, or Voip; and midft the Void we ſee - 5 535 

Bodies therein contain d move variouſſy. | 

That Bodies are, plain reaſon will avow ; 

And all muſt this firſt principle allow; 

Elſe, ſearching hidden things, we ne'er ſhall find 

Augght to convince, or reconcile the mind. 540 
Did not what we call Voi p, or Room, or Space, 


Exiſt, Bodies could occupy no place; , 
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5 © LUCRETIVS. ' Lizzx I. 
Etſſe, neque omnino quaquam diverſa meare ; | 


Id quod jam ſupera tibi paullo oſtendimus ante. 430 


Præterea nihil eſt, quod poſſis dicere ab omni 
Corrone ſejunctum, ſecretumque eſſe ab ack "nd 
Quod quaſi tertia fit numero natura reperta. 

Nam quodcunque erit, eſſe aliquid debebit 1d ipſum 
Augmine vel grandi, vel parvo denique, dum ſit; 435 
Quoi fi racrvs erit quamvis levis, exiguuſque, 
Corporum augebit numerum, ſummamque ſequetur; 


Sin INTACTILE erit, nulla de parte quod ullam 


Rem prohibere queat per ſe tranſire meantem z 

Scilicet hoc id erit Vacuum, quod Inanxz vocamus. 440 
Præterea, per ſe quodcungue erit, aut faciet quid, 

Aut aliis fungi debebit agentibus ipſum, 

Aut erit, ut poſſint i in eo res eſſe, gerique: 

At facere et fungi ſine Cox rox nulla poteſt res: $4. 


Nec præbere locum porro, niſi Inane, Vacanſque. 445 


„Boon l. © LVORETIOS | 55 
Nor in ſuch varied manner could they more 
But this already was explain'd above. | | 
Again, no Bopixs are quite unallied, 545 
And nothing is found quite ſeparate from the Voip; 
For that would be directly to create, : 
In things and their arrangement, a third ſtate. 
Whate'er exiſts, while it exiſts at all, 
Muſt have capacity or great, or ſmall; | + 550 
This, howe'er trifling, or how vaſt its ſize, | | 
Can it be Toucn'p, midſt Bodies we compriſe z 5 
But, if of no fixt pow'r poſſeſt to ſtay 
Whatever thro' it would direct its way, 
To which the Touch can't therefore be applied, 555 
Tis then that unfill d Space we call a Void. | 
Moreover, ew ry ſelf- exiſting thing 
"Muſt act ſpontaneous, or to action ſpring 
By other pow'rs; or be what may contain 
Things that to action Nature ſhall ordain: 560 
Now *tis the BopizEs' property alone, | 
Alike to act, and to be acted on; 
And for ſuch action nought can means ſupply 
Except that thing, Space or Vacuity. 
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56 LUCRETIVS. | Lika I. 
Ergo præter IxaxE, et CoxrorA, tertia per ſe. 
Nulla poteſt rerum in numero natura relinqui; 


Nec, ratione animi quam quiſquam poſſit apiſci. 


Diſcidio potis eſt ſejungi, ſeque gregari: 


: Adventy manet incolumis Natura, abituque, 
. Hec ſoliti ſumus, ut par eſt, , EyENTA vocare. 


Conſequitur ſenſus, tranſactum quid ſit in ævo, 


Nec, quæ ſub ſenſus cadat ullo tempore noſtros, 


Nam quæcunque cluent, aut his Conjuncra duabus 
Rebus ea invenies; aut horum EyzNTA videbis. 451 
Conjunctum elt id, quod nunquam fine perniciali 


Pondus uti ſaxis, Calor ignibus, Liquor aquai, 

Tactus Corporibus cunRiis, Intactus Inani. 1 5 | 
Servitium contra, Libertas, Divitizgque, | 

Paupertas, Bellum, Concordia, cetera, quorum 


Tempus item per ſe non eſt, ſed Rebus ab ipſis 460 


Tum que Res inftet ; Lodo porro deinde m—_ : 


Boos I: EVCRETIOS: 57 
BopiEs and Voip then comprehend the all, "cit ny 
And a third tate there s nothing we can call; 
Nought beſide theſe our ſenſes can believe, 

Nor can the ſcope of reaſon e'er conceive. 

For know, whatever is, you Il either find 
Rxsvr r, or Coxjvxer of theſe two eombin d/ 570 
That we term Conjunct, which ne'er forc'd can be, | 
Nor ſever'd but with fatal injury : a 
Such quality to ſtones is native Weight, 


To waves Fluidity, to fires their Heat, 


| To Bodies Tangibility is fuß, 575 
And to the Void Privation of all touch: — 
Whereas to live in Bondage, or be Free; 
Share Peace, or War; Riches, or Poverty; 
And like Events, which, happen as they may, 
Diſturb not Nature in her equal way; | e 
-x Ml theſe reſpectively Rxsvrr we name, * — | 
And to ſuch title rightful is the claim, 

| Time is not ſelf-exiſtent ; from the mind 
Its being ſprings, which traces far behind { 

What Acts were done, dwells on each preſent Deed, 

: Likewiſe foretells what future may ſucceed; - 585 
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Nec per ſe quemquam TEM us ſentire fatendum eſt 7 


Semotum ab rerum motu, placidaque quiete. 


Denique Tyndaridem raptam, Belloque ſubactas 465 


Troj ugenas genteis cum dicunt eſſe, videndum eſt, 
Ne forte hzc per ſe, cogant nos eſſe fateri: 


Quando ea ſæcla hominum, quorum hæc eventa fuere, 


Irrevocabilis abſtulerit jam præterita ætas. 


Namque aliud Rebus, aliud Regionibus ipſis 
Evzxrum dici poterit, quodcunque erit actum. 
Denique Materies ſi rerum nulla fuiſſet, 


470 


Nec Locus, ac Spatium, res in quo quæque geruntur; 


Nunquam 'Tyndaridis forme conflatus amore 
Ignis Alexandri Phrygio ſub pectore gliſcens 
Clara accendiſſet ſævi certamina belli: . 
Nec clam durateus Trojai Pergama partu 
Imflammaſſet equus nocturno Grajugenarum z 
Perſpicere ut poſſis Res Geſtas funditus omneis, 
Non ita, uti Corevs, per ſe conſtare, nec eſſe: 


Nec ratione cluere eadem, qua conſtat IxANE: 


475 


480 


Boox I. LUCRETIUS. 59 
That none imagines Time, mult be confeſt, wi þ 
As of itſelf, diſtin& from act and reſt. | 

| In ſhort, when Helen's rape the poets tell, 

And how Troy's race ſubdu'd in Battle fell; . $590 

Let us beware, we are not forc'd to own 

Theſe things have happen'd from themſelves alone; 

Since ages paſt, which never can return, 

Have ſwept thoſe men, who caus'd reſults we mourn; 

For whate'er 's ated may be juſtly thought 595 

Re SULT of deeds, or climes where deeds were wrought. | 

Were things not form'd of Matter, nor had Space 
Or Room wherein their actions might take place ; 
Ne'er had hot paſſion's agonizing pain, . 

Kais d in the boſom of the Phrygian Swain 600 
By che dire beauties of the Spartan Fair, 

| Provok' d fell conflicts in the much-fam'd war 

Nor had the horſe by night, to Ilion's coſt, 

Pour d from its womb of wood the Grecian hoſt. 

+ Actions exiſt not, to our ſenſe js clear; 605 
Nor are they in the ſtate which Bopiks are, 5 
Things of themſelves; neither can they be . d uf 

Like to the Vorm, nor of its kind eſteem'd; | 


60 . _ LUCRETIUS. 

Sed magis ut meritd poſſis EvEnTA vocare 
Corporum, atque Loci, res in quo quæque gerantur. 
Corpora ſunt porro partim Primordia rerum, 


Liner I. 


Partim concilio quæ conſtat principiorum. 485 
Sed quæ ſunt rerum Primordia, nulla poteſt vis 
Stringere ; nam Solido vincunt ea corpore demum: 

Et fi difficile eſſe videtur credere quidquam 

In rebus Solido reperiri corpore poſſe; 
Tranſit enim Fulmen ccli per ſepta domorum, 490 
Clamor ut, ac Voces: Ferrum candeſcit in * : 
Diffiliuntque fero ferventi Saxa vapore: 
ConlabefaQatus rigor Auri ſolvitur æſtu: 

Tum glacies Aeris flamma devicta liqueſcit: 

Permanat calor Argentum, penetraleque frigus, | 495 
Quando utrumque, manu retinentes pocula rite, 
Senfimus infuſo lympharum rore ſupernè: 

Uſque adeo in rebus Solidi nihil eſſe videtur. 

Sed quia vera tamen ratio, naturaque rerum 


Cogit, ades, paucis dum verſibus expediamus. c 500 


Book I. LUCRETIUS, 61 
That actions then are but ResviTs, we prove, 
Of Bodies, or of Space in which they move. 610 
Bodies are Rudiments of things, we find, 
Exiſting either ſeparate or combin'd ; 
And theſe firſt Rudiments no force can Krainz 
Their Solid parts will unſubdu'd remain; 
Thoꝰ by belief it ſcarcely will be own'd, 615 
That Solid bodies can in things be found. 
Thro' roof'd abodes as Voice and Sound will fly, | 
80 will the pealing Thunder of the ſky ; 
In Iron fire a red glow will create, 
And Stones will ſhatter with exceſſive heat 3 — 620 
Firm Gold in flames will to a fluid paſs, 
And render'd hot faſt fuſes ſtubborn Braſs ; 
Thro' Silver penetrates both warmth and cold, 
For, in your hands a vaſe of filver hold, 
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Water of either kind pour in at top, 15 625 
And warm or cold without you feel the cup. 
Nothing in nature therefore would appear 
Correctly Sol Tet attentive hear, 
While ſome ſhort lays the muſe repugnant ſings, 
Urg'd by right reaſon and true ſtate of things : 
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n LUCRETIUS. | LIIEER I. 


Eſſe ea, quæ Solido atque æterno corpore eonſtent, 


Semina quæ rerum, Primordiaque eſſe docemus: 

Unde omnis Rerum nunc conſtet Summa creata. 
Principio quoniam duplex natura duarum 

Diſſimilis rerum longe conftare reperta eſt, 505 


Corporum atque Loci, res in quo quæque geruntur ; 


| Efſe utramque ſibi per ſe, puramque neceſſe eſt: 


Nam quacunque vacat Spatium, quod Inane vocamus; 


* 
* 


Corpus, ea vacuum nequaquam conſtat Inane. 510 


Sunt igitur Solida, ac ſine Inani Corpora prima. 


Præterea quoniam genitis in rebus Inane eſt, 


Materiem circum Solidam conſtare neceſſe eſt : 


Nec res ulla poteſt vera ratione probari 


Corpore Inane ſuo celare, atque intus habere ; 513 


Si non, quod cohibet, Solidum conſtare relinquas. 
Id porro nihil eſſe poteſt, niſi Material 
Concilium, quod Inane queat rerum cohibere. 
Materies igitur ſolido que corpore conſtat, 


Eſſe æterna poteſt, cum cetera diſſolvantu. 520 


* 


Parts form'd of 8 changing not at ab, 
And Solid too, firſt Principles we call, 
Or Rudiments of things ; z *tis theſe that frame 


Body and Room for motion, diſagree; 


Each different is from each + *tis therefore meet, 


For where that Space exiſts, which Void we name, | 


There Body is not: arguing the ſame; 640 


| Unleſs we grant, that what contains ſhall be 


A * 
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Book I. LucRETIUS. | 63 


All that *s contain'd in great Creation's Scheme. 
The.twofold nature of two things, we ſee, 635 


Both in themſelves be ſeparate and compleat ; 
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Where Body is, no perfect Void can be: 
Thus, Solid Rudiments from Void are * 
In all ereated things a Void is found, | 
And Solid Matter muſt that Void ſurround : 
For by good ſenſe no bodied thing 's ſuppos'd 645 
To hold, or to conceal a Void inclosd; | | 
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Endu'd compleatly with Solidity : 

This Compact Matter is, muſt be confeſt, 
Of pow'r to comprehend a Void poſſeſt: 650 
Then Matter which theſe Solid parts compoſe, 
While other things decay, no period knows. 
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&  _ Locketivs | Link: 
Tum porro {i nil eſſet, quod Inane vacaret, 


Omne foret Solidum, niſi contra corpora cæca 


Eſſent, quæ loca complerent quæcunque tenerent: 
Omne, quod eſt, Spatium vacuum conſtaret Inane. 


Alternis igitur nimirum Corpus Inani 623 


Di.ſtinctum eſt, quoniam nec Plenum naviter extat ; 


Nec porro Vacuum: ſunt ergo corpora cæca, 


Que Spatium Pleno poffint diſtinguere Inane. 


Hee neque diſſolvi plagis extrinſecus icta ow; 
Poffunt t nee porro penitus penetrata retexi; 5 30 7 


Nec ratione queunt alia tentata labare : 
Id quod jam ſupera tibi paullo oſtendimus ante. 
Nam neque conlidi fine Inani poſſe videtur 


Quidquam, nec frangi, nec findi in bina ſecando: 


Nec capere humorem, neque item manabile frigus, 53 


Nec penetralem ignem, quibus omnia confieiuntur. 


Et quam quzque magis cohibet res intus Inane, 


Tam magis his rebus penitus tentata labaſcit. 

Ergo, ſi Solida, ac ſine Inani Corpora prima 

Sunt, ita uti docui, ſint hzc Eterna neceſſe eſt. 549 
Præterea, niſi Materies Eterna fuiſſet, 4 5 
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Boo I; LUCRETIUSs be 
Were there not what 's term'd Void exiſting, then 
All would be Solid. . Were there not again 

Some bodies filling ſpace by matter fram'd, 655 
All would be Emptineſs which Void is nam'd: DD 
Body and Void have thus alternate place ; 

All is not wholly Fulneſs, nor all Space: 

In nature certain bodies do reſide, ; 
Diſtinguiſhing what 's Full from what is Void. . 660 
| Theſe bodies outwards are not harm'd by 3 
- Inwards their texture nought can decompole, 

All forceful means uninjur'd they ſuſtain ; 


But this we've ſtrove already to explain: 


For nought can e' er be broke without a Void, , 3 
# 


Or cleft in twain, or otherwiſe deſtroy'd; , 
Nought imbibe moiſture, feel the ſharp cold's pow'r, 
Or ſearching flames which all things will devour z 
And, in as much as things of Void partake, 
By juſt ſo much their tendency to break; 670 
Therefore when Rudiments from Void are free, 
And Solid; then they muſt Eternal be. 

Further, did Matter, which we prov'd but late, 


Reft not in one fixt Everlaſting ſtate ; 
- 


66 TuckErrus. Linen I. 
Antehac ad N ihilum penitus res quæque rediſſent; Y 
De Nihiloque renata forent quæcunque videmus. 
At quoniam ſupera docui Nil poſſe creari 
De NInIIo, neque quod genitum eſt ad NIL revocari: 
Eſſe immortali Primordia corpore debent, 5 
Diſſolvi quo quæque ſupremo tempore poſſint: 
Materies ut ſuppeditet rebus reparandis. 
Sunt igitur Solida Primordia ſimplicitate, 
Nec ratione queunt alia ſervata per vom e 
Ex infinito jam tempore res reparare. 
Denique, ſi nullam finem Natura paràſſet 
Frangendis rebus, j jam Corpora materia! 
Uſque redacta forent, æ vo frangente priore, 
Ut nihil ex illis à certo tempore poſſet 955 
Conceptum, ſummum #tatis pervadere florem: 
Nam quidvis citiùs diſſolvi poſſe videmus, 
"hw rurſus refici. Quapropter longa diei 
 Infinita ætas anteacti t tem poris omnis 


BooxT. —LUCRETIUS, | 67 
All things long ſince had been reduc'd to Nought, ,67 5 
Again to what we ſee from Nothing brought: Fd 
Then as my verſe before has told to thee ; 
From NoTrinG NorHiwG can created be, 
5 And what's created can't to Nou return; 

So that firſt Bodies are immortal born; 5 

: And to firſt Bodies time all being beings, | 

| That Matter may ſupply decay of things. 
- Hence then, theſe native Rudiments, we find, 
Are bodies of a ſimple Solid kind; 4 
Thro? countleſs ages elſe they ne er could lat, 685 
Jo furniſh things with Matter from times paſt, 
I 0 thin gs' deſtruction were no bounds aflign'd 
| By Nature ; all of Matter that's combin'd, 
Ere many a fragile age had roll d away, | 
Could not but ſuffer general decay; %% 5,516. 510 
80 that it aſks a tedious length of time, my | 
Ere what ſuch matter forms could reach its prime. 
That things can ſooner be deſtroy'd, is plain, 

Than to their former ſtate be brought again: 1 
Therefore, whatever age may have laid waſte, 3 


5 — th' unmeaſur'd ſpace of periods _ 
= i 
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Quod fregifſet adhuc, diſturbans, diſſolvenſque, 6660 
Nunquam reliquo reparari tempore poſſet: | 


At nunc nimirum frangendi reddita finis 


Certa manet : quoniam refici rem quamque videmus, 

Et finita fimul generatim tempora rebus 

Stare, quibus poſſint ævi contingere florem. 565 
Huc accedit, uti Solidiſſima Materia 

Corpora cum conſtant, poſſint tamen omnia reddi 

Mollia, que fiant, Aer, Aqua, Terra, Vapores, 

Quo paRo ſiant, et qua vi cunque genantur, 

Admiſtum quoniam ſemel eſt in rebus Inane. 570 

At contra, ſi Mollia ſint Primordia rerum, 

Unde queant validi ſilices, ferrumque creari, 

Non poterit ratio reddi. Nam funditus omnis 

Principio fundamenti Natura carebit. | 

Sunt igitur Solidi pollentia ſimplicitate 575 

Quorum condenſo magis omnia conciliatu | 


Arctari poſſunt, validaſque oſtendere vireis. 


Book I.  LUCRETIUS. 
Diſſolving all, diſturbing ev'ry where, - 


Time in no future ſeries can repair. 


. Deſtruction then has no determin'd bound, i 


Since all that we behold renew'd is found; : 

And certain periods to all things pertain, 

By which their kinds may due perfection gain. 

This too; tho? particles of Matter be 

Themſelves endu'd with true Solidity ; 

All Fluid may become which Matter frames, 
*As Vapours, Earth, as Water, or as Flames, 

| Whate'er their faſhion, or their pow'rs affix'd ; 

For in all things a Void is intermix'd: | 

But were firſt Principles of Fluid Kind 


By nature form'd, how could the reas'ning mind 


Imagine ſtubborn flint might grow in earth, 
Or fancy to himſelf the iron's birth ? 
Creation then would want to work withal | 
Some fundamental, ſome original : 

Solids are therefore of a ſimple ſlate; 


By whoſe firm union, as 'tis more complete, 


All things are to themſelves more ſtrictly bound, 
And more confeſt the pow'rs within them found. 
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Naturam, motus, victum, moreſque parentum. 


"WE  LUCRETIUS., L1BER I. 
Denique jam quoniam generatim reddita finis 


Creſcendi rebus conſtat, vitamque tuendi, 


Et quid quæque queant per fœdera Natural, 580 


Quid porro nequeant, ſancitum quandoquidem exſtat; 


Nec commutatur quidquam, quin omnia conſtant 


Uſque adeo, variz volucres ut in ordine cunctæ 


Oſtendant maculas generaleis corpori ineſſe: 


Immutabile materiz quoque corpus habere 535 


Debent nimirum. Nam fi Primordia rerum 
Commutari aliquà poſſent ratione revicta, 
Incertum quoque jam conſtet, quid poſſit oriri, 
Quid nequeat; finita poteſlas denique quoique 
Quanam ſit ratione, atque alte terminus hærens; 590 


Nec toties poſſent generatim ſæcla referre 


Tum porro, quoniam extremum quoiuſque cacumen 
Corporis eſt aliquod, roſtri quod cernere {enſus 
Jam nequeunt ; id nimirum fine partibus exſtat, 595 
Et Minima conſtat natura; nec fuit unquam | 
Per ſe ſecretum, neque poſthac eſſe valebit ; 


Alterius quoniam eſt ipſum pars, | primaque, et ima: 
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As Nature thro' all kinds ordain d to give 


Increaſe of things, and means by which they live; 


As by eſtabliſh'd laws ſhe teaches what | 
Things can accompliſh, and what they cannot ; 
As all contain'd. within her ample range 

Is what it was, and never felt a change; 
For on the feather'd tribes we conſtant ſee 
Colours diſtinctive of each family: »- 


Zo all of beings matter muſt compriſe, 


Which no mutation knows, nor ever dies. 


Should reaſon teach us, were it ſtrain'd ſo far, 


That Rudiments of things a change did wear; 


| Nothing were certain then; nor could we learn 


What beings might, and what might not be born ; 
How finite pow'rs are unto all things giv'n, 
And to what fixed point they might be driv'n, 

Again, th“ extreme of bodies we believe 
Something to be, our ſenſes can't perceive ; 
Devoid of parts compounding, it exiſts ; 
And as of Leffer nature it ſubſiſts; _ 
Ne'er of itſelf it did, or eber can ſpring ; 
A firſt, laſt part tis of another thing, 
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Ende aliz, atque aliz ſimiles ex ordine partes | 


Agmine condenſo naturam Corporis explent. 600 
Quæ quoniam per ſe nequeunt conſtare, neceſſe eſt 
Hzrere, ut nequeant ulla ratione revelli. | 
Sunt igitur Solida Primordia ſimplicitate: 

Quæ minimis ſtipata coherent partibus ar&e ; 

Non ex ullorum conventu conciliata, - - Gog 
Sed magis zterna pollentia ſimplicitate: | 
Unde neque avelli quidquam, neque deminui jam 
Concedit Natura reſervans ſemina rebus. | 


Præterea niſi erit Minimum, Parviſſima quæque 


Corpora conſtabunt ex partibus Infinitis; 610 
Quippe ubi dimidiz partis pars ſemper habebit 


Dimidiam partem, nec res perfiniet ulla: 

Ergò rerum inter ſummam, minimamque quid eſeit! ? 
Non erit ut diſtent: nam quamvis funditus omnis 
Summa fit Infinita, tamen Parviſſima quz ſunt, 615 


Ex Infinitis conſtabunt partibus æquè. 
Quoi quoniam ratio reclamat vera, negatque 


Credere poſſe animum, victus fateare neceſſe eſt, 


— 


LUCRETIUS. 


Book . 
Th' extreme, in maſſes that ſucceſſive riſe 
With firm increaſe, all Bodied things ſupplies ; 
And as they ſeparate can't remain, of courſe 
They muſt adhere, nor be disjoin'd by force: 
Solid and pure then Rudiments are found, 
Form'd of minuteſt parts compactly hound, 
And by no other principles combin'd, 
Being of one unvarying ſimple kind. 


Theſe ſeeds of things Nature reſerves with care; 


Nor ſuffers aught to waite them, or impair, 
The Smalleſt bodies, if there were no Leaſt, 

Would of parts Iafinite be then poſſelt; 

Andi in each half of things would be contaiu'd 

Another half, till numbers knew no end: 

And who the diff *rence would diſcern, that lies 

Twixt things of largeſt, and of ſmalleſt ſize ? 

Nor could they differ; for tho' ev ry all 

Were Infinite ; yet things, however ſmall, 

Would in their texture ſtill mm, be 

Of parts poſſeſſing like Infinity, 

But ſince true ſenſe revolts, nor yields aſſent ; 


Let us convinc'd acknowledge with content, 
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Eſſe ea quæ nullis jam prædita partibus exſtent, 


Et' Minima conſtent natura. Quæ quoniam ſunt, 620 


Illa quoque eſſe . tibi Solida, atque Æterna fatendum. 


11 JT CTA Fe M41 


Denique ni Minimas in parteis cuncta reſolvi 
Cogere conſueſſet rerum Natura creatrix, 
Jam nihil ex illis eadem reparare valeret: 
Propterea quia, que multis ſunt partibus aucta, 625 
Non poſſunt ea, quæ debet Genitalis habere | 
Materies, varios Connexus, Pondera, Plagas, 
Concurſus, Motus, per quæ res quæque geruntur. 


Porro, fi nulla eſt frangendis reddita finis 


Corporibus, tamen ex æterno tempore quædam 630 


Nunc etiam ſuperare neceſſe eſt Corpora rebus, 


Quæ nondum clueant ullo tentata periclo: 


PID 


At quoniam fragili natura prædita conſtant, 


\ 
Diſcrepat æternum tempus potuiſſe manere 1 
Innumerabilibus plagis vexata per zvom. : 635 
Quapropter qui Materiem rerum eſſe putarunt "1 
Ignem, atque ex igni ſummam conſiſtere ſolo, 


Magnopere a vera lapſi ratione videntu.. 4 


® 
Boo l. LUCRETIUS, 
Bodies there may be of no parts poſſeſt, 
Sharing alone the nature of a Leaſt, - 
Then, if they do exiſt, let us agree 

That Solid and Eternal they muſt be. 


If Nature, from whoſe womb all being ſprings, 


Into Leaſt parts did not reſolve all things 
By ſtrong compulſion, ſhe had ne'er ſupplied 
The loſs of ev'ry being as it died; 

For bodies form'd of various parts are not 


Endu'd with pow'rs Creative Matter's got, 


Such as Connexions, Weight, Agreement, Force, 


Or Motion ; by which things perform their courſe. 


Were diſſolution's limits not confin' d; 

Some Bodies ſure muſt be with things combin'd, 

Which in themſelves are of immortal date, 

Unharm'd by violence however great : | 

But, as all things are form'd by nature frail, 

| So falſe a judgment never could prevail, 

As that thro' ages they d remain ſecure, 

Yet various vexing injuries endure, 1 
But from the doctrines of right reaſon thoſe 

Appear to deviate, who would Fire ſuppoſe 
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HerACLITUS init quorum dux prælia primus, F 
E | Clarus ob obſcuram linguam magis inter inaneis, 640 7 
3 | Quamde graveis inter Graios, qui vera requirunt. * 
q | Omnia enim ſtolidi magis admirantur, amantque y 
g | 0 Inverſis quæ ſub verbis latitantia cernunt: pb | H 
1 Veraque conſtituunt, quæ bellè tangere poſſunt 
J 0 | Aureis, et lepido que ſunt fucata ſonore,. 7 645 


Nam cur tam variz res poſſent eſſe, requiro, 
Ex uno fi ſunt Igni, puroque creatz ? 
Nil prodeſſet enim calidum denſerier Ignem, 
Nec rarefieri, ſi partes Ignis eandem 
| Naturam, quam totus habet ſuper Ignis, habere. 6 50 
Acrior Ardor enim conductis partibus eſſet: 
Languidior porro disjectis, diſque ſupatis. 
Amplius hoc fieri nihil eſt, quod poſſe rearis 
| Talibus in cauſis, nedum variantia rerum 


Tanta queat denfis rariſque ex ignibus efſe. ax. 


| Boox I. LUCRET1US. — 
Firſt Principle of things, and idly deem 785 
'Tis that alone fills up creation's ſcheme : Ee 
'The man who dar'd in this new cauſe engage 

Was its prime chief, HxACLIruvs the ſage ; 

He rather gain'd repute among th' unwiſe, | 
By the dark phraſe more learned Greeks deſpiſe 790 
Who covet truth ; for only fools eſteem |. | 

What couch'd in hard, ambiguous words would ſeem : 
They call that truth by which their ears are caught, 

Or what's in flimſy jingling language taught. 

Whence riſe ſuch various offsprings, I inquire, 795 
Were things compos'd of perfect real Fire? 
Whether condens'd, or whether rarefied, 

It matters not; if, when its parts divide, 

Each ſeparate part by nature has the ſtate 

Which the ſame Fire poſſeſt when twas complete: 800 
If more condens'd, its Heat has more exceſs ; 
Reſin'd and ſubtiliz'd, its heat is leſs: 

Nought beyond this our ſenſes can conceive 

Such cauſes could effect: nor yet believe, 

That all the various beings we behold && Bog 
From fire condens?'d or rare their births unfold. 


78 IuckErius. LIEEI I. 
Atque Hi, fi faciant admiſtum rebus Inane, 
enſeri poterunt Ignes, rarique relinqui : 
Sed, quia multa Gbi cernunt contraria, muſſant, 
Et fugitant in rebus Inane relinquere purum, et. 


Ardua dum metuunt, amittunt vera via: 660 


Nec rurſum cernunt exempto rebus Inani, 4 4 
Omnia denſeri, fierique ex omnibus unum | 
Corpus, nil ab fe quod poſſit mittere raptim, 
Eſtifer Ignis uti lumen jacit, atque vaporem : 
Ut videas non e. ſtipatis partibus eſſe. 665 
N Quod fi forte ulla credunt ratione poteſſe 

Igneis in cœtu ſtingui, mutareque corpus 3 


Scilicet ex ulla facere id ſi parte reparcent, 


Occidet ad Nihilum nimirum funditus Ardor 


Omnis, et ex Nihilo fient quæcunque creantur. 670 
Nam quodeunque ſuis mutatum finibus exit, | 


Continuo hoc mors eſt illius, quod fuit ante; 


Book 6 LUCRETIUS. | 79 
Would theſe Philoſophers indeed think fit, 9 1 
A Void immixt with bodies to admit; | 
: It could not then with reaſon be denied, 
That Fire might be condens'd or rarefied : 810 
But, ſince againſt their tenets much is known, | 
They murmur, and a perfect Void diſown; 
Shunning the path that's difficult, they ſtray 
Further from ſimple truth's unerring way; 
And ſee not, ſhould we with the Void diſpenſe, 815 
That all things would of courſe become condenſe, þ.. 
Each being of one ſelf ſame nature be, 
And nothing of its own have progeny : | | 
Thus burning Flames, which. caſt forth light and heat, 
Are not with compact particles replete. _ _ 
Should ſome believe, by means however ſtrange, 
That Fires when congregate would quench, and change 
Their natures quite. If they allow, I ſay, . 
That this were once perform'd in any way; 
Then all of Fire reſolv'd to Nothing dies, pO: 
And from the Nothing ſtill new bodies riſe. 


For things, which chang'd thro' Nature's limits paſs, 


Are ſaid to ſuffer death, and to ſurceaſe: 


Bo  LUCRETIUSs. | —\ Linz I. 
Proinde aliquid ſuperare neceſſe | incolume olli. 
Ne tibi res redeant ad Nilum funditus omnes, 
De Nihiloque renata vireſeat copia rerum. 675 
Nune igitur, quoniam certiſſima corpora quædam 
Sunt, quæ conſervant naturam ſemper eandem, | 
Quorum abitu, aut aditu, mutatoque ordine, mutant | 
Naturam res, et convertunt corpora ſcſe ; . 
Scire licet non eſſe hæc Ignea corpora rerum. | 680 
Nt referret enim queedam Aue dere abire, 
Atque alia attribui, mutarique ordine quædam, 
$i tamen Ardoris naturam cunQa tenerent. | 
Ignis enim ſoret omnimodis, quodcunque crearent. 
Verum, ut opinor, ita eſt: funt quædam Corpora, 
quorum . 685 
Concurſus, Motus, Ordo, Poſitura, Figure, 
Efficiunt Ignes, mutatoque ordine mutant 


Naturam; neque fant Igni ſimulata, neque ullæ 


Book I. LUCRETIUS. | 
"Tis needful then ſome principles ſhould be, 


Which in themſelves are from deſtruction free; 
Leſt all of things ſhould be reduc'd to Nought, 


Again from Nothing into being brought. 


Therefore, compris'd in Nature's ample range, 


Some bodies are whoſe qualities ne'er change; 
Whoſe abſence, preſence, tranſpoſition make 
All things of diff'rent properties partake, 


| New bodies form of thoſe before combin d; 


Yet is their matter of no Igneous kind: 

For what avails that particles ſhould die, 
And other particles their room ſupply, 

Or ſhift their rank, or from their place retire ? 


Since all would ſtill be in its nature Fire: 


Whate'er they faſhion'd, and in whate'er way, 


Were Fire; let be the being what it may. 
But this would to my ſenſe the truth appear: 
That Bodies of a certain ſort there are, 
Whoſe due Aſſemblage, Motion, Order, Site, 
And Shape, to generate all Fire unite; | 
Theſe in an inſtant will their nature loſe, 


If their, poſition we to change expoſe ; 
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Præterea reji, quæ corpora mittere poſſit 5 

Senfibus, et noſtros adjectu tangere tactua. 690 
Dicere porro Ignem res omneis eſſe, neque ullam 

Rem veram in numero rerum conſtare, niſi Ignem, 

Quod facit Hic 1E M, perdelirum eſſe videtur. | 

Nam contra Senſus ab Senſibus ipſe repugnat : 

Et HAbefactat eos, unde omnia eredita pendent: 695 

Unde hic cognitus eſt ipſi, quem nominat Ignem. ä 

Credit enim Senſus Ignem cognoſcere vere, 

Cztera non credit, nihild quæ clara minus ſunt : 

Quod mihi cum vanum, tum delirum eſſe videtur. 5 

Qus referemus enim? Quid nobis certius ipfis 500 

Senſibus eſſe poteſt, qu6 vera ac falſa notemus? | 


Preæterea, quare quiſquam magis Omnia tollat, 
Et velit Ardoris naturam linquere ſolam, | 
Quam neget eſſe Ignis, Summam tamen eſſe relinquat * 


qua videtur enim dementia dicere utrumque. 70 5 


Boo IJ. LUCRETTUs. 
Unlike to Fire are they, to all unlike 
That proves our touch, or can our ſenſes ſtrike. 
To ſay that things are form'd of Fire alone, 
| That except Fire no principle is known 
Creation through, and ſuch is this Max's theme, 
Seems to our judgment madneſs in th? extreme; 
He by his Senſes contradicts his Senſe, 
Deſtroys whate er to credence gives pretence ; 
What he terms Fire, is only underſtood: 
By Senſes wherewithal he is endu'd: 
Senſe to know Fire diſtinctly would appear; 
Yet Elements, as evident, as clear, - 
Senſe comprehends not. This confeſt muſt be 
A fooliſh, palpable abſurdity. 
What but our Senſes ought to be beliey'd ? 
Rightly by them is true, or falſe perceiv'd. 
Wherefore ſhould we all Principles deny, 
Admitting that of Fire alone? Or why | 
Should we again Fire only diſavow, 
And Nature's other Principles allow ? 
This doctrine to reject, or that retain, 
Alike would be ridiculous and vain. 
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Quapropter qui Materiem rerum eſſe putarunt 
Ignem, atque ex Igni Summam conſiſtere poſſe : - 
Et qui principium gignundis Atra rebus 
Conftituere : aut Humorem quicunque putirunt 
| Fingere res ipſum per ſe: Terramve creare 710 
Omnia, et in rerum naturas vertier omneis: 
Magnopere a vero longeque erraſſe videntur. 
Adde etiam qui conduplicant primordia rerum, 
Aera jungentes Igni, Terramque Liquori: 
Et qui Quattuor ex rebus poſſe omnia rentur, 715 
Ex Igni, Terra, atque Anima procreſcere, et Imbri. 
Quorum Acragantinus cumprimis EmpepocLss eſt : 
Inſula quem Triquetris terrarum geſſit in oris: 
Quam fluitans circum magnis amfractibus æquor 8 
Ionium glaucis adſpergit virus ab undis: 5 720 


Anguſtoque fretu rapidum mare dividit undis 


Italiz terrai oras à finibus ejus: 


Hic eſt vaſta Charybdis, et hie ZEtnza minantur 


ll 4 


Book J. LUCRETTUS. 
| Thoſe then who think that Fire created All, 
As Matter perfect and original ; 
Thoſe too who fancy that all being ſprings 
From Air, as the firſt principle of things; ; 
Or of itſelf that Water can give birth 
To bodies ; or believe that plaſtic Earth 
Can faſhion all, can ev'ry nature ſhare ; 
Seem from the paths of truth to wander far, 

Nor leſs do thoſe, who rudiments combine; 
Mix Air with Fire, and Earth with Water join ; 
Thinking, to frame the whole, they but require 
Four elements ; Air, Water, Earth, and Fire, 

The firſt of ſuch philoſophers as theſe | 
Was Agrigentum's boaſt, EmPEDOCLEs ; 
Born on that Iſle, where, tow'ring to the ſkies, 
From its three ſhores three Promontories riſe ; 
Round which th' Ionian ſea with azure waves 
Winds tortuous, mighty, and each confine laves; 
While one ſmall ftrait, form'd of impetuous tides, 
From its own coaſt the Latian realm divides : 
see there Charybdis its vaſt whirlpool ſpread ; 
And Etna there uplift its ſmoking head, 
@ 3. 
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Murmura flammarum rurſum ſe conligere iras, 
Faucibus eruptos iterum gt vis evomat igneis; 
Ad cœlumque ferat flammai fulgura rurſum : 
Quz quom magna modis multis miranda videtur 
Gentibus humanis regio, viſendaque fertur, 
: Rebus opima bonis, multa munita virſiim vi: 


Nil tamen hoc habuiſſe Viro preclarius in ſe, 


Nec ſanctum magis, et mirum, carumque videtur. 


Carmina quin etiam divini pectoris ejus 
Vociferantur, et exponunt præclara reperta; 
Ut vix humana videatur ſtirpe ereatus. 

Hic tamen, et ſupera quos diximus, inferiores 
Partibus egregie multis, multoque minores ; 
Quanquam multa bene, ac divinitus invenientes, 
Ex adyto tanquam cordis reſponſa.dedere. 
Sanctius, et multd certa ratione magis, quam 
Pythia, quz tripode ex Phœbi, lauroque profatur; 
Principiis tamen in rerum fecere ruinas, 


Et grayiter Magni magno cecidere ibi caſu. 
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Foox I. LUCRETIUS, © 87 
With murmurs deep it threatens to collect 895 
| Its brooding anger, and in flames eject; | 
From its black jaws to vomit forth the blaze, 
And make heav'n's concave glitter with its rays. 
Tho! much this land by ſtrangers is eſteem'd, | 
And worthy note from various cauſes deem'd; 900 
Tho? various bleflings to the clime belong, 
And num'rous tribes its peopled ſurface throng ; - 
| Yet it held nought ſo ſacred, dear, admir'd, 
As this fam'd Man by Wiſdom's ſong inſpir'd, 
Which, from his lips ſweet pour'd, ſuch ſecrets taught, 8 
That ſcarce of mortal lineage he was thought. 906 
But he, with other ſages far leſs fam'd, | 
| Leſs vers'd in ſcience, whom before we nam d: | 
Altho? they propheſied both much, and well | 
In what's divine ; and oracles could tell, 5 5 90 
Which from their inmoſſ ſoul's receſſes broke, | 
More true and hallow'd than cer Pythia ſpoke, 
When on the tripod at his ſhrine the ſtood, ' 
Or from the laurel breath'd which crown'd her God : 
Yet things? firſt principles they could not ſcan, 9135 
| And in the ſearch they fell with this great Man. i 


G 4. 


* —_— — "ES 
er" Ss, Sa n hp RE 
— 9 ye - "x7" f 7 1 
. * ” v +3 A 
Y * <& Y 
” W 


* 2 
2 
1 
3Y 
_—_ 
* 


„ Teenies LI IX I. 
Primum, quod motus, exempto rebus Inani, I 
Conſtituunt, et res molleis, raraſque relinquunt, - 
Aera, Solem, Ignem, Terras, Animalia, Frugeis: 745 
Nec tamen admiſcent in eorum corpus Inane. | 
Deinde quod omnino finem non efle ſecandis 
Corporibus faciunt, neque pauſam ſtare fragori: < 
Nec prorſum in rebus Minimum conſiſtere quidquam : 


Cum videamus id extremum quoiuſque cacumen 750 


Eſſe quod ad ſenſus noſtros Minimum el videtur 2 


- 


Conjicere ut poſſis ex hoc, quod cernere non quis, 
Extremum quod habent, Minimum conſiſtere rebus. 

Hue accedit item, quod jam primordia rerum 
Mollia conſtituunt, quæ nos nativa videmus \ 41 (EL 
Eſſe, et mortal: cum corpore funditus ; atqui 1 


Debeat ad Nihilum jam rerum Summa reverti, 


De Nihiloque renata vireſcere copia rerum: 


Quorum utramque quid a vero jam diſtet, habebas. 


Deinde inimica modis multis ſunt, atque venena 750 


Ipſa fibi inter ſe; quare aut congreſſa peribunt, 


Boox I. LUCRETIUS. 
Firſt then, tho' motion is by them receiv'd, 
The Void is notwithſtanding unbeliev'd : 


Things, they allow, may be both moiſt REY rare; 


As Corn, Earth, Animals, Fire, Sun, and Air: 
Itill will theſe ſame philoſophers contend, - 
Nothing of Void can in their beings blend. 


Bodies, they ſay, divide them how you will, —. | 


Continue ſubject to diviſion n 

Reduc'd to portions infinitely ſmall; . 
And that in things there is no Leaſt at all : __\ 
Yet their extremes at ſome one point muſt reſt, 


Which to our ſenſe is obviouſly a Leaſt ; 


Then that ſame point, too ſubtile to be view'd, / 


Is of each thing its Leaſt, we may conclude, 
Soft too they fancy rudiments of things; ; 


Tho! fragile each, and each from nature ſprings: 


If ſo, Creation would to Nought return, 
And beings would again of Nought be born 
Both which aſſertions, as before we provd, 
Are far far diſtant from the truth remov'd. 
Some principles to others poiſon are, 


Waging in various ways perpetual war; 


we; * 
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Aut ita diffagient, ut tempeſtate coorta, 

Fulmina diffugere, atque imbreis ventoſque videmus. 
Denique Quattuor ex rebus fi eund a ereantur, | 
Atque in eas rurſum res omnia diſſolvuntur, EE. 

Qui magis illa queunt rerum Primordia dici, | 
Quam contra res illorum, retroque putari? 

Alternis gignuntur enim, mutantque colorem, 

Et totam inter ſe naturam tempore ab omni : 

Sin ita forte putas, Ignis, Terræque coire 770 
Corpus, et Aèrias auras, Roremque liquorum, | 


Nil in concilio naturam ut mutet eorum: 


Nulla tibi ex illis poterit res eſſe creata, = 
Non Animans, non Exanimo quid corpore, ut Arbos: 
Quippe ſuam quidque in cœtu variantis acervi 773 


Naturam oftendet, miſtuſque videbitur Aer 


Cum Terra ſimul, atque Ardor cum Rore manere : 


At Primordia gignundis in rebus oportet —& 


Naturam clandeſtinam, cœcamque adhibere, 


Den l. nnn 91 


Theſe, when aſſembled, in the conflict die; 

Or, widely ſcatt' ring, from each other fly: 940 
So we behold diſpers'd, by tempeſts driv'n, - 5 
The winds, the thunders, and the ſtorms of heav'n. 
Form'd of Four elements if all were thought, 

And to thoſe elements again all brought; ; 
Why ſhould they rather Rudiments be deem'd, 945 
Than things they form be Rudiments eſteem' d? 
Thro' ages theſe have been by turns produc'd, 

Their faſhions, textures interchang'd, and loos'd. 

But ſhouldſt thou probably expect to find, 

Fire's matter may be with the Earth's combin d, 950 
That airy Blaſts with liquid Dews might blend, 

And that no change their union would attend : 

Know ; thus commixt, nought can be born of theſe, 
Animate, or Inanimate, as Trees : | 

Yet, in ſuch maſs of wild 8 955 
Each holding ſtill its native ſtate you'd ſee; 

Both Air and Earth, tho' blent, wou'd be entire ; 
Water remain diſtin& amid the Fire. | | 

But Rudiments of things, whate'er things are, 


Should all one ſecret, unſeen nature ſhare; 960 
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92 _LUCRETIUS. 


Emineat ne quid, quod contra pugnet, et obſtet, 


Quo minus eſſe queat propriè, quodeunque creatur. 


Quin etiam repetunt a cœlo, atque ignibus ejus, 


Et primum faciunt Ignem ſe vertere in Auras 


Aeris ; hine Imbrem gigni, Terramque creari 
Ex Imbri, retroque a Terra cuncta reverti, 
Humorem primum, poſt Aera, deinde Calotem : 
Nec ceſſare hæc inter ſe mutare, meare 

De Cœlo ad Terram, de Terra ad Sidera Mundi: 
Quod facere haud ullo debent primordia pacto. 
Immutabile enim quiddam ſuperare neceſſe eſt, 
Ne res ad Nihilum redigantur funditus omnes. 
Nam quodcunque ſuis motatum finibus exit, 
Continuò hoc mors eſt illus, quod fuit ante. 
Quapropter, quoniam quz paullo diximus ante, 
In commutatum veniunt, conſtare neceſſe eſt 

Ex aliis ea, quæ nequeant convertier unquam: 


Ne tibi res redeant ad Nilum funditus omnes. 
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Book I. LUcCRETIUS. 

That nought obtruſive might ariſe, to make 

Things of leſs ſeeming harmony partake. 
The changeful elements this ſe& requires 

Are all deriv'd from heav'n, and from heav'n's fires : 

Firſt, airy Blaſts are products of their heat; 965 

Next, falling Rain the airy Blaſts beget; 

And Earth is faſhion d of the falling Rain; 

Then all from Earth trace back their courſe again: 

Water, and Air, and Fire are duly found 

| To interchange in one ſucceſſive round; 970 

From Heav'n to Earth, from Earth to Heav'n they go 

Up to thoſe Stars which light the World below : 

This, no firſt principle, no primal cauſe, 


Cou'd e'er accompliſh by acknowledg'd laws: 


Something immutable muſt then be born, 975 


Left unto Nothing all things ſhould return; . 
For things, which chang'd thro' Nature's limits pals, 
Are ſaid to ſuffer death, and to ſurceaſe : 

Wherefore thoſe bodies, as before was taught, 

In which decided changes can be wrought, 98 
Ok bodies muſt conſiſt to change unknown ; i | 
Or all long ſince to Nothing mult have =\ 
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94 LUCRETIUS. Lives I. 
Quin potius tali natura prædita quædam fs 
Corpora conſtituas, Ignem fi forte crearint, | 

Poſſe eadem demptis paucis, pauciſque tributis, 800 


Ordine mutato, et motu, facere Aeris auras : 


Sic alias aliis rebus mutarier omneis. 


At manifeſta palam res indicat, inquis, in auras 
Actris & Terra res omneis creſcere, alique; 

Et nifi tempeſtas indulget tempore fauſto, 
Imbribus, et tabe nimborum arbuſta vacillant : 
Solque ſua pro parte fovet, tribuitque calorem : 


Creſcere non poſſint Fruges, Arbuſta, Animantes. 


Scilicet: et niſi nos Cibus aridus, et tener Humor 


: Adjuvat, amiſſo jam corpore, vita quoque omnis 


Omnibus è nervis atque oſſibus exſolvatur: 
Adjutamur enim dubio procul, atque alimur nos 


Certis ab rebus, certis aliæ atque aliæ res. 


— 
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Book IT.  LUCRETIUS. | 93 
Then rather certain particles admit, 
Which, by their inbred properties if fit 
5 5 To form the element of Fire, we may, 983 
: By adding ſome, or taking ſome away, 
By changing or their action, or their ſtate, 
Transform, and airy Blaſts at once create: 
So various things may in like manner be 
Converted into others variouſly. 1 990 
5 But vulgar fact, thou ſay ' ſt, muſt clearly ſhow, 
That things will thrive in Air, in Earth will grow; 
| And, if the ſeaſon with indulgent ſhow'rs 
Foſters not timely ; and the budding bow'rs 
Wave not refreſh'd, when gladd'ning rain deſcends, 99g 
When the ſun too his heat and influence lends ; 
Then of all Fruits and Trees the growth muſt ceaſe, 
And no one Animal could have increaſe. 
Granted—And we without ſubſtantial Food, 
And ſubtile Juices to renew our blood, | 100 
Long ſince had felt our mortal frames decay, 
And bones and ſinewy ſtrength had worn away: 
Nurtur'd we are no doubt by certain means, 


And other things ſome certain mode ſuſtains. 


96 LUCRETIUS: LisEx I. 
Nimirum quia multimodis communia multis 
Multarum rerum in rebus Primordia multa e . 
Sunt, ideo variis variz res rebus aluntur. 
Atque eadem magni refert Primordia ſepe 
Cum quibus, et quali poſitura contineantur; 
Et quos inter ſe dent motus accipiantque. | 
Namque eadem Cœlum, Mare, Terras, Flumina, Solem 
Conftituunt ; eadem Fruges, Arbuſta, Animanteis : ' 82 ˖ 
Verum aliis, alioque modo commiſta moventur, + 
Quin etiam paſſim noſtris in Verſibus ipſis 
Multa Elementa vides multis communia verbis: 
Cum tamen inter ſe Verſus, ac verba neceſſe eſt L 825 
Conficeare et re, et ſonitu diſtare ſorants : | | 
Tantum Elementa queunt permutato ordine ſolo: 
At rerum que ſunt Primordia, plura adhibere 
Poſſunt, unde queant variæ res quæque creari. 
Nunc et Ax Ax AGORARE ſcrutemur OuoionErIAx, 
Quam Graji memorant, nec noftrf dicere liogus 831 


Concedit nobis patrii ſermonis egeſtas: 


Bos 1. LUCRETIUS. 


For common Principles of many a kind 
In many a manner are with things combin'd : 
All beings therefore variouſly derive 
The various aliment by which they live: 
And oft tis meet to know, in reaſon's ſchool, 
What Rudiments unite, and by what rule, 1010 
What movements midſt themſelves they give and take; 
Since the ſame Rudiments for certain make 
Both Sun and Heav'n, the Sea, the Floods, the Earth ; 
Hence too, Fruits, 'Trees, and Anis have birth: 
But various as they mix, they various move, 1 1015 
And various changes in ſucceſſion prove. 

This from the Verſe I write may be inferr' d, 
Where many a letter makes up many a word; 
Yet ev ry word, and Verſe, it muſt be own'd, 
Are widely diff rent both in ſenſe, and ſound: 020 


Such change can Letters by their-pow'r produce; 
If we but change their order, and their uſe, 
The Hom@omexy now claims our thought, 
Which ANAXAGORAs to Grecians taught, 
Who nam'd i it thus: this in one word to ſpeak, 1025 
Our country - diction proves too poor, too weak; 
1 
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Sed tamen ipſam rem facile eſt exponere verbis, 


Principium rerum quam dicit OMoIoMEPIAN : 


Oſſa videlicet de pauxillis atque minutis 


Oſſibus: ſic et de pauxillis atque minutis 


Viſceribus Viſcus gigni : Sanguenque creari 


Sanguinis inter ſe multis coëuntibus guttis : 


Ex Aurique putat micis conſiſtere poſſe 


Aurum : et de Terris Terram concreſcere parvis: 


Ignibus ex Igneis ; Humorem ex Humoribus eſſe: 


Cætera conſimili fingit ratione, putatque. 


Nec tamen eſſe ulla parte Ing in rebus Inane 
Concedit, neque corporibus finem eſſe ſecandis: 
Quare in utraque mihi pariter ratione videtur 
Errare, atque III, ſupera quos diximus ante. 

Adde quod imbecilla nimis Primordia fingit, 

Si primordia ſunt, ſimili quæ prædita conſtant 
Natura, atque ipſæ res ſunt; æquèque laborant, 
Et pereunt, neque ab exitio res ulla refrænat: 


Nam quid in oppreſſu. valido durabit eorum, 


Ut Mortem effugiat lethi ſub dentibus ipſis? 


835 


840 


845 


850 


Ignis! ? an Humor? an Aunt quid horum 2 sage: 2 


* 


an Os? 


Nil, ut opinor, ubi ex æquo res funditus omnis 


7 


Boo I,  LUCRETIUS. — 


Vet with no labour'd language ſhall my ſtrain 
This fancied principle of things explain: | 


Bones are, for inſtance, form'd of leſſer Bones, 


And leſſer Entrails evry Entrail owns 3 5 1030 


Blood's drops commingling form the Blood that flows, 

And maſſive Gold Gold's finer grains compoſe; 

Minuteſt particles of Earth conſpire 

To form compacted Earth, as Fire forms Fire; 

Water from Water ſprings : and by ſuch laws 1035 

He faſhions all things, gives to all a cauſe. wi 
Still to the Void in no wiſe HE Il give place, 

Or think a thing's diviſion e' er can ceaſe 

But in both caſes ſure he argues wrong, 

And likewiſe TnosE foremention'd in my ſong. 1040 
Beſides, he faſhions Rudiments too frail ; 

For did in them ſuch qualities prevail 

As things poſſeſs ; they with them equally 

Would periſh, waſte, and unprevented die: 

For theſe could none withſtand oppreſſive pow'r, | 1045 
When Death his jaws wide opens to devour: | 

Could either F ire, or Water? or could Air? 

Could our life's Blood, our Bones None could, tis 
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100 | LUCRETIUS. LIBER I, 


Tam mortalis erit, quam quz manifeſta videmus 855 
Ex oculis noſtris aliqua vi victa perire, | 
At neque recidere ad Nihilum res poſſe, neque autem 

4 Creſcere de Nihilo, teſtor res ante probatas. 


Præterea quoniam Cibus auget corpus, alitque : 


Scire licet, nobis Venas, et Sanguen, et Offa, 860 
Et Nervos alienigenis ex partibus eſſe: 
Sine Cibos omneis commiſto corpore dicent 


Eſſe, et habere in ſe Nervorum corpora parva, 


Oſſaque et omnino Venas, parteiſque Cruoris: 
9 | | | Fiet, uti Cibus omnis et aridus, et liquor ipſe, 865 
| Ex alienigenis rebus conſtare putetur, 
Oſſibus, et Nervis, Veniſque, et Sanguine miſto. 
Præterea quæcunque à Terra corpora creſcunt : 

Si ſunt in Terris, Terras conſtare neceſſe eſt 

Ex alienigenis, quæ Terris exoriuntur. 870 

Transfer item, totidem verbis utare licebit : 


In Lignis fi flamma latet, fumuſque, ciniſque ; _ 


Boo I,  LUCRETIUS. + 


Then all alike would ſuffer death of courſe, | 
As what our eyes behold deſtroy'd by force: 1050 


But this great maxim %g prov'd, which none denies; 

Things can't to Nothing fink, from Nothing riſe. 
Since 'tis by means of Food our bodies grow, 

And gain increaſe ; we ſurely muſt allow; 

| That Veins, and Blood, and Bones, and Nerves, all are 
Compos'd of parts truly diſſimilar : | 1056. 

Now, if they ſay that Food of ev'ry kind 

Is of a nature compound and combin'd, 

And thoſe ſmall fibres in itſelf contains 

Which form Blood's life- drops, Nerves, and 1 and f 

Vein; 1060 

Then will this ſimple argument have vids ; 

That, i in a ſolid, or a fluid ſtate, 

Of parts diffimilar conſiſts all Food, 

Of Bones, of Nerves, of Veins, of mingled Blood. 

Further, if Earth be granted to contain 1065 

All that ſprings forth from Earth; it follows then, 

Earth would of ſuch diſſimilarities - 

Be duly form'd as out of Earth ariſe, 

Vary the ſubject, but the language keep. | 

In Wood if flame, and ſmoke, and aſhes ſleep, 1070 

HU3 
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Ex alienigenis conſiſtant Ligna neceſſe eſt. | 
Linquitur hic tenuis latitandi copia quzdam : 

Id. quod ANAXAGORAS ſibi ſumit, ut omnibus omneis 

Res putet immiſtas rebus latitare : ſed illud 876 

Apparere unum, cujus fint pluria miſta, : 

Et magis in promptu, primaque in fronte locata: 

Quod tamen à vera longe ratione repulſum eſt. 

Conveniebat enim Fruges quoque ſzpe minutas, 880 

Robore quom ſaxi franguntur, mittere ſignum 

Sanguinis, aut aliùm noſtro que corpore aluntur : 

Cum Lapidi Lapidem terimus, manare cruorem. 

Conſimili ratione Herbas quoque ſæpe decebat, 

Et laticis dulceis guttas, fimilique lapore 885 

Mittere, lanigeræ quali ſunt ubera lactis: 

Scilicet et Glebis terrarum ſæpe friatis 

Herbarum genera, et frugeis, frundeiſque videri 


Diſpertita, atque in Terris latitare minutè: 


Book I, LUCRETIUS. 
"Till wak'd to action ; then muſt we ſuppoſe, | 
That Wood things thus diſſimilar compoſe, 

But room for ſubterfuge here open lies, 
Which Anaxacoras himſelf applies: 
All things, he ſays, are with all things combin'd 1075 
By ſecret mixture ; but that thing we find 
Alone is ſeen, whoſe parts have moſt extent 
Throughout the whole, and are moſt prominent ; 
But ſure, to argue in a ſtyle like this, 
Repugnant reaſon much muſt deem amiſs ; 1080 
For by the pond'rous ſtone when Corn is ground, 
Then in that Corn would ſigns of blood be found; 
Or whate'er feeds our frames; and blood would guſb, 
When Rocks' huge fragments ſmaller fragments cruſh * 
By the ſame reaſon, Plants would oft diſtil 1085 
From their ſweet pores full many a milky rill, 
Alike in flavour to the juice we drain 
From the rich udders of the fleecy train ; 
In clods of crumbling earth we ſhould behold 
Herbs of all kinds, and fruits, and leaves unfold | 1090 
Their ſewral rudiments, which wide in Earth 
£ Lie ſcatter'd and conceal'd, till call'd to birth ; 
H4 


104 _ LUCRETIUS. LIBER I. 
Poſtremo, in Lignis cinerem fumumque videri, 890 
Quom præfracta forent, igneiſque latere minutos. 


Quorum nil fieri quoniam manifeſta docet res, 


4d | 
* 2 4 A 
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Scire licet non eſſe in rebus res ita miſtas: 
Verum Semina multimodis immiſta latere 


Multarum rerum in rebus communia debent. 893 
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Arboribus vicina cacumina ſumma terantur 
Inter ſe, validis facere id cogentibus Auſtris, 
Donec Flammai fulſerunt flore coorto; | 
' Scilicet : et non eft lignis tamen inſitus Ignis, 900 
Verum Semina ſunt Ardoris multa, terendo _ | 
Quæ quom confluxere, creant incendia ſylvis, 
Quod ſi facta foret ſylvis abſcondita flamma, 
Non poſſent ullum tempus celarier Ignes : 


Conficerent volgo ſylvas, Arbuſta cremarent. 905 


Jamne vides igitur, paullo quod diximus ante, 


Permagni referre eadem Primordia ſæpe 
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Boon I. ennie. 109 
Wood might diſcover likewiſe, when 'tis broke, : 
Aſhes, and latent ſparks of fire, and ſmoke : | 
As theſe appearances we then ne'er find, 1095 
Things can't be in ſuch mode with things combin'd ; 
But Seeds pertaining to all things, we Il ſay, 
In things he hid and mixt in many a way. 
Yet this example thou wilt urge, I know: 
It happens oft on the big mountain's brow, 1100 
Where trees cloſe ſet in tow'ring verdure riſe, 
And wave their mingled heads amid the ſkies, - 
That, by the rude South ſhook, their boughs conſpire 
To kindle with fierce friction blazing Fire. | 
| Granted. Tho' wood contains no Fire inbred; 1195 : 
But many Seeds of Fire are widely ſpread - 
Throughout its texture, and, whene'er they meet, 
By ſtrong colliſion form the flaming heat, | 
Deſtructive to the foreſt. Had Fire lain 
Within the trees, it could not long remain 1110 
One conflagration had the foreſt raz'd, 
And ev'ry Shrub in the vaſt ruin blaz'd. 
s not that certain then, which late we taught : 
| It matters much how Principles are brought 


106 Alben Lies I. 
Cum quibus, et quali poſitura contineantur, 

Et quos inter ſe dent motus, accipiantque, | 
Atque eadem paullo inter ſe mutata creare | 940 
Igneis & Lagnis, quo pacto Verba quoque ipſa . 
Inter ſe paullo mutatis ſunt elementis, 

Quom LIGNA, atque 1GNE1s diſtincta voce notemus? 
Denique jam quæcunque in rebus cernis apertis, 5 
Si fieri non poſſe putas, quin Materiai TY 915 
Corpora confimili natura prædita fingas, | 
Hac ratione tibi pereunt Primordia rerum: 
Fiet uti riſu tremulo concuſſa cachinnent, 
Et Iacrymis ſalſis humectent ora, genaſque. | 
Nunc age, quod ſupereſt, cognoſce, et clarius audi. 
"Nec me animi fallit quam ſint obſcura, ſed acri 921 
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In order, with what Principles they blend. 11175 


What movements midſt themſelves they take or lend, 
How by a little interchange they make | 
What once was Wood Fire's properties partake ? 
And by like reas'ning, if in any Word | 
To different parts the letters be transferr*d, I120 
Words different they ſhew in ſenſe and ſound : 
Like letters thus in LEFT or FELT * are found. 

Shouldſt thou believe, things obvious to thy view 
Could not be fram's, unleſs thou mightſt endue 
Their Rudiments with nature juſt the ſame 1125 
As is the body's nature which they frame ; 
Then at this rate all Principles would die: 
For, particles of parts which laugh or cry, . 
As truck, would laughing ſhake their little fides, 
| Or down their cheeks roll ſorrows briny tides. I130 
Now learn the reſt ; what 's plainly told thee, — 
Full well I' know the ſubject i is not clear; | 


* The two wo LIGNA and 1GNEsS, woods and fires, choſen 
by Lucretius for this anagrammatic example in Latin, would not 
anſwer in Engliſh ; I have therefore ſubſtituted two — which 
give the example ſomewhat 1 more correctly. 
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Et fimul incuſſit ſuavem mi in pectus amorem 
Muſarum: quo nunc inſtinctus, mente vigenti 


Avia Pieridum peragro loca, nullius ante 5 = 925 


x08  LUCRETIUSs | —\ Lina . 
Percuſſit thyrſo laudis ſpes magna meum cor, 


Li 


Trita ſolo: juvat integros accedere fonteis, 


Atque haurire : juvatque novos decerpere flores ; 
Inſignemque meo capiti petere inde coronam, 

Unde prius nulli velarint tempora Muſz : 

Primum quod magnis doceo de rebus, et arftis 930 
ReiiiGionun animos nodis exſolvere pergo : 

Deinde quod obſcura de re tam lucida pango 

Carmina, Muſzo contingens cuncta lepore, 

Id quoque enim non ab nulla ratione videtur: 

Sed veluti pueris abſinthia tetra medentes 935 
Quom dare conantur, prius oras pocula circum 
Contingunt mellis dulci flavoque liquore, 

Ut puerorum ætas improvida ludificetur 


Labrorum tenus, interea perpotet amarum 


Abſinthi laticem, deceptaque non capiatur, 940 
Sed potius tali facto recreata valeſcat : | 


Sic ego nunc, quoniam hc Ratio plerumque videtur 


Triſtior elle, quibus non eſt tractata, retroque : 


Boox I. LUCRETIUS. 
But hop'd-for praiſe goads on my eager ſoul, 


And the ſweet Muſes my fond breaſt controul : 


Thus urg'd, thoſe rude paths boldly I explore 1135 


Of Helicon, which none e'er trod before : 
To-undiſcover'd founts it joys to go, 

And quaff ; to cull flow'rs yet ne' er known to blow; 
And plait a glorious garland for my head, | 

Such as the Nine o'er poet's brow ne'er ſpread. 1140 
Firſt lofty themes I try, then would unbind 

RE IG iox's ſhackles which inthrall the mind; » - 

On ſubjects dark the brilliant ſong I raiſe, 

With ſweets Poetic temp ring all my lays; 

Nor deem it wrong: For, would phy ſicians fain 1145 
The wormwood's bitter draught make children drain; 
They firſt the honey's luſcious yellow juice 

Upon the cup's containing brim produce; 


That infancy may thus unheedful ſip 


The nauſeous potion with its cheated rr 


Swallow the drug, unharm'd altho' allur'd, 
And be at length by the deception cur'd. 
So I, becauſe my Doctrine may appear, 


Jo thoſe who ſcan it not, much too ſevere ; | 
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1 to LUCRETIUS. LIBER I. 
Volgus abhorret ab hac ; volui tibi ſuaviloquenti 
Carmine Pierio Rationem exponere noſtram, | 945 
Et quaſi Muſæo dulci contingere melle, 
Si tibi forte animum tali ratione tenere 
Verſibus in noſtris poſſem, dum perſpicis omnem 
Naturam rerum, qua conſtet compta f gura. 
Sed quoniam docui, ſolidiflima Material | 950 
Corpora perpetuò volitare invicta per ævom; | 
Nunc age, ſummai quædam ſit finis eorum, 
Necne ſit, evolvamus : item, quod Inave repertum eſt, 
Seu locus, ac ſpatium, res in quo quæque gerantur, 
Pervideamus utrum finitum funditus Ouxx 955 
Conſtet, an Immenſum pateat vel aduſque profundum, 
Onne quod eſt, igitur, nulla regione viarum 
Finitum eſt: nam qua Extremum debebat habere ? 
Extremum porro nullius poſſe videtur | 85 
Eſſe, niſi ultra ſit quod finiat, ut videatur, 960 
Quò non longius hæc ſenſus natura ſequatur. | 


Book I. LUCRETIUS. ; | 111 
And, as the vulgar may diſguſted be; 11 55 
I meant in ſtrains of tempting Poeſy, 
Strains which Pierian honey ſhould bedew, 

My tenets briefly to expound to you; 

That by ſuch means I haply might allure, 

And thy attention to my verſe ſecure ; 1160 
Till of all things the Nature thou ſhouldſt ſee, 

And how that Nature 's deck'd with rich variety. 


Matter's pure particles, as late we ſhew'd, _. 
Act on thro' ages ſolid, unſubdu'd ; -— 
We all row examine what their ſum may be, 1165 


Or whether they admit infinity; 

And as a Void, or ſpace, or room we prove, 

In which all things that are created move; 

Next let us aſk : this WROLE what limits bound; | 

Or if 'tis ſtretch'd into the Vaſt profound? 1170 
This WoL E no fartheſt limits therefore knows, 

Or having ſome Extreme we mutt ſuppoſe ;] 

For an Extreme in no one thing is found, 

Unleſs it lies beyond what elſe has bound; 

80 as that utmoſt point we may deſery, | 1175 

A5 which i is 6.Joſt o our viſion's * 
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Nunc extra Summam quoniam nihil eſſe fatendum eſt, 


Non habet Extremum : caret ergo fine, modoque : 


Nec refert quibus adſiſtas regionibus ejus, 


Uſque adeo quem quiſque locum poſſidit, in omneis 965 

Tantundem parteis infinitum Omne relinquit. 
Præterea, ſi jam finitum conſtituatur 

Omne quod eſt ſpatium, ſi quis procurrat ad oras 

Ultimus extremas, jaciatque volatile telum, 


Id validis utrum contortum viribus ire 970 


| Quo fuerit miſſum mavis, longeque volare, 


An prohibere aliquid cenſes, obſtareque poſſe? 
Alterutrum fatearis enim „ ſumaſque neceſſe eſt, 

Quorum utrumque tibi effugium præcludit, et Omne 
Cogit ut exempta concedas fine patere. | 975 
Nam five eſt aliquid, quod prohibeat, officiatque 

Quo minus quo miſſum eſt veniat, finique locet ſe, 

Sive foras fertur, non eſt ea finis profecto. 


Hoe pacto ſequar, atque oras ubicunque lockris | 


Extremas, quzram quid telo denique fia. 980 


8 and 4 
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Nought can beyond this Univerſe extend, 

Which neither has Extreme, nor bounk nor end : 

And on what ſpot of this great Whole we ſtand 

Is of ſmall import ; for whatever haF- 1180 
Supports us, ſtill there will be always found 

One circling vaſt expanſe, which knows no bound. 
But let us give ſome boundaries to ſpace; | 
And on its utmoſt verge an archer place, 
| Who ſhoots the flying ſhaft: Which dott believe; 1185 
That, with the pow'rful impulſe he ſhould give, 

Een farther than the mark *twould ſpeed its . 
Or that a ſomething would reſiſt and ſtay ? 2 

| Evaſion here avails not; for tis true, 

This conſequence, or that, mult needs enſue, 1190 
Learn then, inſtructed by example ſtrong, 
That to the All no limits can belong; 
For, whether ought there be which checks its owes 
Short of the mark, and terminates its courſe ; 
Or whether onward fill the ſhaft ſhould tend; 117 5 
Yet can we aſcertain no certain end. 


Following the fact: What bounds you may delire, 


Mark out : Then, where ' the ſhaft? I would inquire. 


--I 
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Fiet uti nuſquam poſſit conſiſtere finis : 

Effugiumque fugz prolatet copia ſemper, 
Præterea ſpatium Summa totius omne 

Undique fi incluſum certis confiſteret oris, 

Finitumque foret, jam copia Materiai 

Undique ponderibus ſolidis conflizet ad Imum ; 

Nec res ulla geri ſub cœli tegmine poſſet: 

Nec foret omnino Calum, neque lumina Solis: 

Quippe ubi materies omnis cumulata jaceret 

Ex infinito jam tempore ſubſidendo. 


At nine nimirum requies data Principiorum 


Corporibus nulla eſt: quia nil eſt funditus Imum, 


Quo quaſi confluere, et ſedes ubi ponere poſſint; 


Semper et adſiduo motu res quæque geruntur 
Partibus in cunctis, æternaque ſuppeditantur 
Ex Infinito cita corpora Materiai. 

Poſtremò ante oculos rem res finire videtur, 


Aer diſſepit Colleis, atque Aera Monteis ; 


Terra Mare, et contra Mare Terras terminat omneis. 
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'Tis where it proves that no fixt bounds can be, 
For ſpace to the ſhaft's flight is ever free. 1200 
Were this great All's extended ſpace ſuppos'd 
Finite, and by giv'n boundaries inclos'd ; 
Long ſince had Matter's maſs, however great, 
Sunk to the loweſt Depth by ſolid weight; . 
Nothing beneath heav'n's roof could have had birth, 1205 
No Sky had chear'd, no Sun illum'd our earth ; 
For Matter, which had then for ages been, 
Would one vaſt heap by ſubſidence have lain : 
But now firſt Principles are thought to * 1 
For ever moving, and admit no ſleep; 12 to 
No loweſt Depth by us is now confeſt, 
To which they may deſcend and ſink to reſt: 
All things act of themſelves, and ceaſeleſs roll 
Through ev'ry part of this capacious Whole; | 
Which Whole capacious conſtantly ſupplies 1215 ; ; 
Seeds form d of active Matter that ne'er dies. | 
Confines of other things ſome things appear ; 
Air ſhuts out Hills, and Hills exclude the Air ; 
Earth to the Sea gives limits, and again 


Earth on all ſides is border'd by the Main: 
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116  LUCRETIUS. | Linen I. 
Ou xx quidem vero nihil eſt quod finiat extra:: 1000 
Eft igitur natura loci, ſpatiumque profundi, |, 

Quod neque clara ſuo percurrere flumina curſu 

Perpetuo poſlint evi labentia tractu: 

Nec prorſum facere, ut reſtet minus ire, meando : 

Uſque adeo paſlim patet ingens copia rebus, . 1005 
Finibus exemptis in cunctas undique parteis. 

Ipſa modum porro ſibi rerum Summa parare 

Ne poſſit, Natura tenet: quia Corpus Inani, 

Et quod Inane autem eſt, finiri Corpore cogit: 
Ut ſic alternis Infinita omnia reddat. 1010 
Aut etiam, alterutrum niſi terminet alterum Corum, | 

Simplice natura pateat tamen Immoderatum : 

Nec Mare, nec Tellus, neque Cali lucida templa, 

Nec Mortale genus, nec Divim corpora * 
Enxiguum poſſent horai ſiſtere tempus. 105 5 | 


Nam diſpulſa ſuo de cœtu Materiai 


Copia ferretur magnum per Inane ſoluta, - 
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Beyond this ample ALL we know no bound ; 

For ſuch is ſpace, ſuch is the vaſt profound, 

That did proud rivers of the mightieſi force 

In the long lapſe of time purſue their courſe ; 

Throughout the realm of ſpace they ne'er would go, 

Or ſhorten of their way as faſt they flow : 1226 

Room ſo immenſe for all things open lies, 

Which 1n no part admits of boundaries. 

Nature provided in her great defign, 

That nothing ſhould this Whole of things confine : 

Save Void and Body are no limits found; . 1231 

Void bounds what 's Body, Body is Void's bound ; 

And to infinitude is ſtretch'd this All, 

By termination thus reciprocal , 

Did one not limit t' other, there would be 1235 

Of the ſame nature an Immenſity : 9 

Nor Earth's firm regions, nor the billowy Seas, 

Nor Heav'n's proud roofs with ceaſeleſs fires that blaze, 

Nor Mortals, nor the ſacred Pow'rs above, 

Could one ſhort moment of exiſtence prove : 1240 

For Matter's pure parts, from each other torn, Y 

Thro' the vaſt Void would be diſfoly'd and borne; 
| 13 | 
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Sive adeo potius nunquam concreta crefſſet 
Ullam rem, quoniam cogi disjecta nequiſſet. 


Nam certe neque conſilio Primordia rerum 


Ordine ſe, ſua, quzque ſagaci mente locarunt ; 


Nec quos quæque darent motus pepigere profecto: 


Sed quia multimodis, multis, mutata, per Omne 


Ex infinito vexantur percita plagis, 
Omne genus motus, et cœtus experiundo, 


Tandem deveniunt in talcis diſpoſituras, 


Qualibus hec rebus conſiſtit Summa creata : 


Et multos etiam magnos ſervata per annos, 


Ut ſemel in motus conjecta eft convenienteis, 
Efficit, ut largis avidum Mare fluminis undis 
Integrent Amnes, et Solis Terra vapore 
Fota novet "RR, ſummiſſaque gens animantum 
Floreat, et vivant labentes Actheris ignes. 

Quod nullo facerent pacto, niſi Materiai 


Ex Infinito ſuboriri copia poſſet, 


1020 


1025 


1030 
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Or nothing they had form'd, becauſe ne'er join'd; 
For, loos'd, they could not be again combin? d. 
The Principles of things by mental ſenſe 

Rang'd not themſelves, nor by a providence ; 
Neither among themſelves do they agree 

How all their movements ſhall determin'd be: 
But their vaſt numbers, often changing place, 
And often ſtruck, traverſe this All of ſpace ; 
Till, having many a combination prov'd, 

In many a new direction having mov'd ; 

They by ſuch means acquire poſitions due, 

To faſhion things which in this Whole we view : 
Then, b being once into fit motions thrown, 

And for ſucceſſive ages acting on; 

They cauſe great Rivers, in their devious way 

| Collecting ſtreams, to ſwell the greedy Sea ; 
Hence too Earth, foſter'd by the Solar beams, 
With fruits in renovated plenty tecms ; 


Freſh creatures of each race ſpring up to ſight, 


And all Heav'n's fading lamps renew their light * 


Which could not be; unleſs that we ſuppoſe 
Abundant Matter from the vaſt aroſe, 
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| Unde amiſſa ſolent reparari in tempore quoque. 
Nam veluti privata cibo Natura animantum 

Diffluit amittens corpus, ſic omnia debent 

Diſſolvi, ſimul ac defecit ſuppeditare 

Materies recta regione averſa vial, oy 1040 - 
Nec Plage poſſent extrinſecus undique Summam : 

Conſervare omnem, quæcunque eſt conciliata. 

Cudere enim crebrò poſſunt, partemqne morari, 

Dum veniant aliæ, ac ſuppleri Summa queatur. 

Interdum reſilire tamen coguntur, et una „ 10 

Principiis rerum ſpatium, tempuſque fugai 

Largiri, ut poſſint à cœtu libera ferri. 

Quare etiam atque etiam ſuboriri multa neceſſe eſt. 

Et tamen ut Plagæ quoque poſſint ſuppetere ipſæ, 


Infinita opus eſt vis undique Materiai. 1050 
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Thro' time preventing all things from deeay 1265 
By new ſupplies, as Matter wore away. 0 | 

For as all animated Beings ceaſe, 
When once depriv'd of nurture, to increaſe ; 
So all things muſt of courſe diſſolve to nought, | 
When Matter a&s no longer as it ought, 1270 
When, turn'd aſide from paths it ſhould purſue, | 
It ceaſes to afford aſſiſtance due. 

Think not that outward Blows, as ſome may teach, 
Can place creation's All beyond harm's reach; 
For certain conerete parts that All compoſe, 1 1275 
Which conerete parts are ſenſible of Blows ; 7 
Each Blow ſome parts from action may detain, 
While others act, and in their ſtead remain: 
Compell'd by force, theſe parts ſometimes retire, 5 | 
| Giving, as Principles of things require, ; 1280 
Room and occaſion for eſcape; chat then, 
From contact loos'd, they might be free again: 
Tis fitting therefore many ſeeds ſhould riſe, 4 
Many and many, to afford ſupplies; | | | 
And that, if Matter muſt maintain this fight, 1235 
The maſs of Matter ſhould be infinite. | 
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Illud in his rebus longe fuge eredere, Memmi, 


In medium Summæ, quod dicunt, omnia niti, 


— TT”. — 
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Atque ideo Mundi naturam ſtare ſine ullis 


Ictibus externis, neque quoquam poſſe reſolvi 

Summa atque Ima, quod in Medium ſint omnia nixa, 
Ipſum fi quidquam poſſe in ſe ſiſtere credis: 1056 
Et quz pondera ſunt ſub terris omnia ſurſum 
Nitier, in Terraque retro requieſcere poſta : 

Ut per aquas quæ nunc rerum ſimulacra videmus ; 

Et fimili ratione Animalia ſuppa vagari 1060 
Contendunt, neque poſſe è terris in loca cali 

Recidere inferiora magis, quam corpora noſtra 

Sponte ſua poſlint in ccœli templa volare : 

Illi quom videant ſolem, nos ſidera noctis 
Cernere, et alternis nobiſcum tempora cœli 21055 


Dividere, et nocteis parileis agitare, dieſque. 


Boom IJ.  -LUCRETIUS. | 1 
In theſe reſearches, Memmius, 0 beware, i 

Left thou yield credence to what ſome declare ! 

: Namely, that all things, as throughout they roll, 

Tend to the centre of this boundleſs Whole; 1290 

And the World's nature therefore, they ſuppoſe, 

Might be maintain'd without external blows : 

Scatter'd nor parts Below, nor parts Above 

Could be; for both would to the Centre move. | . 

Yet think'ſt thou bodies on themſelves could reſt; 1295 

Or pond'rous things below be upward preſt, 

And on the ſurface of this Earth remain 

Revers'd, as objects are 1 water ſeen? 

Further, they would perſuade with idle talk, | 

That on this earth Creatures beneath us walk, 1300 

Who from their terrene ſtations ne er can go 

| Downward, amid the tracts of air below ; 

More than our bodies, as we will, can riſe 

Up to the glitt'ring manſions of the ſkies ; 

When we behold the golden orb of light, 1305 

The twinkling ſtarry hoſts rejoice their fight ; 

With us heav'n's ſeaſon they in turn enjoy, 


And a like day and a like night employ. 
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hn LUCRETIUS. Lines I. 
Sed vanus ſtolidis hæc omnia finxerit error, 

Amplexi quod habent perverſe prima viai. 

Nam Medium nihil eſſe poteſt, ubi Inane, locuſque a 

Infinita: neque omnino, ſi jam Medium ſit, 10570 

Poſſit ubi quidquam hac potius conſiſtere caufa, 

Quam quavis alia longè regione manere. 


Omnis enim locus, ac ſpatium, quod Inane nos, 


Per Medium, per non Medium concedat oportet 


quis ponderibus, motus quacunque feruntur. 1075 


Nec quiſquam locus eſt, quo Corpora quom venere, 


| Ponderis amiſſa vi poſſint ſtare in Inani : 


Nec quod Inane autem 'ﬆ&, ulli ſubſiſtere debet, 
Quin, ſua quod natura petit, concedere pergat. | 


Haud igitur poſſunt tali ratione tenerri 1080 


Res in concilio, Medii cuppedine viz: - 


Præterea quoque jam non omnia corpora fingunt 
In Medium niti, ſed Terrarum, atque Liquorum, 


Humorem ponti, magniſque & montibus Undas, 


Boox I. LUCRETIUS. 125 
Vain error to th' unwiſe theſe doctrines taught, 
Who touching principles have wrongly thought; 1310 
For where is infinite the Void or ſpace, 
We ſurely canhot find a Central place: 
5 And with the Medium did we een comply, | 4 
It would not furniſh valid reaſon why 2 
Things ſhould i in pref 'rence to that Medium RY 1315 
Than to more diſtant parts their courſes bend: 
All room, all ſpace, or Void, if right we ſay, 
To pond'rous bodies ever muſt give way, 
Where' er impell'd by movements they have got, 
Whether they paſs a Centre, whether not; | 1320 | 
For to no certain ſpot can Bodies fly, 
Where, fixt in Void, they loſe weight's — 3 
Nor can the Void ſupport them, for it will | 
Yield, as by nature it is yielding ſtill: | 
By no ſuch means then are things held combin'd; 1325 
Tis by no tendency of Central kind. 
Further, not all of bodice, they allow, 
Towards the Centre are diſpos'd to go; 
But only ſuch as various Soils compoſe, 
5 And Waters, and the briny Seas; with thoſe 


— Tien | Linen I. 
Et quaſi Terreno quz corpore contineantur : | 1085 
At contra tenueis exponunt Aeris auras, | 

Et calidos ſimul à Medio diferrier Igneis, 

Atque ideo totum circumtremere Zthera ſignis, 

Et Solis flammam per cceli cærula paſci, 

Quod calor à Medio fugiens ibi conligat igneis. 1090 
Quippe etiam veſci & Terra mortalia ſæcla: TT 
Nec prorſum arboribus ſummos frundeſcere ramos 

Poſſe, niſi A Terris paullatim cuique cibatum 

Terra det: at ſuprà circum tegere Omnia Calum ; 

Ne, volucri ritu flammirum, mœnia Mundi 5 1095 
Diffugiant ſubito magnum per Inane ſoluta, : 

Et ne cætera conſimili ratione ſequantur : 

Neve ruant Cœli tonitralia templa ſupernè, 


Terraque ſe pedibus raptim ſubducat, et omneis 


Book I.  LUCRETIUS. 127 


That Torrents from the mighty mountains make ; 
With ſuch as of Earth's quality partake : 
Whereas, they ſay, thin Breezes of the ſky, 

And burning Fires will from the Centre fly ; 


Hense ſhine thoſe Lamps of conſtellated light 133.5 


In ether hung, irradiating the night; 
Hence the Sun's beams in fields of airy blue 
Imbibe freſh vigour, and their blaze renew; 


For in collected flames all heat is driv'n, 


Eſcaping from its Centre, up to heav 'n. 1340 


'Tis from the Earth the living tribes are fed; 

Nor would the trees with leafy green o'erſpread 

Lift their proud tops, unleſs the earth had lent 

To each a conſtant kindly nouriſhment. 

But round this All, protecting it, tis ſaid, 1345 
| A vaſt celeſtial Canopy is ſpread ; 

Left, as rapacious fires bear all away, 

The World's huge walls ſhould ſuddenly decay, 
Diſpart, diſſolve, in the great Void be loſt, 

And all of things be in the ruin toſt; += md 
Leſt too the thund'ring Roofs ſhould from above 


Fall down, and Earth beneath our feet remove; 
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Inter permiſtas terræ, cœlique ruinas 
Corpora ſolventes, abeant per Inane profundum, 
Temporis ut puncto nihil exſtet relliquiarum, 
Deſertum præter Spatium, et Primordia eæca. 
Nam quacunque priùs de parti corpora cèſſe 

Conſtitues, hæc rebus erit pars janua lethi: 

Hac ſe turba foras dabit omnis Material | 

Hzc fi pernoſces parva perfunctus opella, 
(Namque alid ex alio clareſcet,) non tibi czca 
Nox iter eripiet, quin ultima Naturai 


Pervideas ; ita res accendent lumina rebus. * 
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LUCRETIUS. 
Left, with the land and ſky's commingled heap, » 


Book I. 


Our bodies melt amid the Vacant deep; 9 
Till i in one inſtant nothing left would be 0 1355 
But Space, and Atoms which none e'er could ſee: be 
For, in whatever ſpot you ſhould conceive 

Prime bodies firſt can burſt apart ; believe, 

That breach to them will prove deſtruction's gate, 
Whence Matter's maſs ſhall ruſh forth to its fate. 1360 
|  Shouldft thou theſe doctrines clearly comprehend, 
(And no vaſt toil is needed for Tuch end,) 

Since on this ſubjeR that will light diſplay, 

Nothing of darkneſs can obſtru thy way; 

But Nature's ĩnmoſt depths thou ſhalt diſcern, 1365 
For all things muſt elucidate all things in tun. 


END OF THE FIRST BOOK. 
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age 37, Line 347, of the Engliſh Tranſlation, 
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